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SPECIAL ISSUE 

5th Anniversary Souvenir Edition 




embly’s First Budget 


NORFOLK'S ASSEMBLY HAD FULL RESPONSIBILITY FOR PLANNING THE ISLAND'S 
FINANCES FOR THE FIRST TIME AND FOUND WAYS TO PUT US IN THE BLACK AGAIN 


Kingston Plan 


FUTURE VISITORS WILL TAKE HOME A STRONGER, CLEARER MEMORY OF THE OLD 
SETTLEMENT IF A MAJOR NEW PLAN IS ADOPTED BY THE ASSEMBLY AND AUSTRALIA 

Report on Jets 

AUSTRALIA'S DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT SETS OUT THE CONSIDERATIONS THAT 
SUPPORT AN UPGRADING OF THE AIRPORT AND THE INTRODUCTION OF MEDIUM JET S 

What people say 
about Norfolk 

PEOPLE WHO HAVE VISITED HERE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED TO PROTECT THE 
TRANQUILITY OF “THE LAST OF THE BEAUTIFUL PACIFIC ISLANDS" - 53 LETTERS 

More this issue: “The Norfolk Alternative" 





COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 


Duncans NORFOLK SOUVENIRS 


JEWELLERS 

to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine* 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have 1, 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you’ll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


WE ACCEPT Bankcard - Diner’s - American Express - Visa 




RUBIES 
OPA LS 
PEARLS 
IVORY 
JADE 



SAPPHIRES 

AMETHYST 

CITRINE 

PERIDOT 


STAR SAPPHIRES 
AQUAMARINE 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
TOURMA LI NG 


GARNET 
EMERALDS 
GREEN AGATE 
CORAL 
SHELL 


SILVER -i- GOLD * DIAMONDS - 




REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS; 8,30 - 5.30 E VERYWEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS * WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 










5th Anniversary Editiori 


THIS PAGE IS ONE of more than 1, 800,000 pages of 
news, advertising and editorial comment that have come 
through The News’s printing press since the paper first began 
publication in May, 1975. 

We‘e departed from the usual format of The News in 
this special issue, marking the completion of the paper’s 
first five years. We hope the result will be of lasting inter¬ 
est to our regular readers on the Island and overseas, and to 
Norfolk visitors, who are a very important part of our read¬ 
ership each month. 

The issue includes articles concerned with Norfolk’s 
past, present and future - as well as a section that says 
something timeless about the Island. 

NORFOLK’S PAST is dwelt on in some affectionate 
reminiscences of what the Island used to be like, reprinted 
in ”Norfolk Living”, on page 46. 

NORFOLK’S LAST FIVE YEARS are reflected in an 
11-page section, starting on page 34, in which we reproduce 
selections from some of the news stories and editorial com¬ 
ment we have carried since 1975. 

For a small Island, they have been tumultuous years, 
involving a struggle to preserve Norfolk’s identity and to 
keep it from being politically and sociologically swallowed 
up by Australia. 

The struggle began with the publication of the Nimmo 
Report in 1976. Well-informed people close to the Com¬ 
monwealth Government in Canberra said at the time that 
there was no point in Norfolk’s resistingj the Island’s fate 
was a foregone conclusion. 

They under-estimated the depth of feeling that the 
great majority who live here have for their Island. They 
also under-estimated the effectiveness of a surprising num¬ 
ber of people in Australia and in the Pacific who care about 
Norfolk. 

NORFOLK’S PRESENT receives less attention In 
this issue than it normally does, but what does appear is vi¬ 
tal. 

On page 5 is an analysis of the 1980/81 Budget and 
what it means. It is the first really major action by the 
Legislative Assembly which took office last August. As a 
result of the proportional voting system which was forced 
on the Island (and later rejected at referendum) the Assem¬ 
bly has been fragmented and quarrelsome. The Budget 
gives some hope that the Assembly members may be able 
to compromise their differences, for the good of the Island, 
when they confront serious issues. 

On page 9 is a condensed analysis of the Australian 


Department of Transport’s Environmental Impact Study on 
upgrading the Norfolk airport. On technical issues involved 
in the possible upgrading, the Department’s knowledge and 
judgment are far better than those of anyone on Norfolk. 

But the outcome may change the Island permanently • and 
that gives Norfolk residents an authoritative voice in the . 
question, even though we may be technically unqualified. 
The News’s view, expressed in a “mini-editorial" accom¬ 
panying the article,* is that one more effort ought to be 
made, in order to be certain there is not a better alterna¬ 
tive to medium jets. 

NORFOLK’S FUTURE is symbolised in an article on 
page 7 about a major new plan for managing the Kingston 
and Arthur's Vale historic area in the years to come. The 
plan has been prepared by a team of experts organised and 
paid for by Australia - an admirable and handsome contri¬ 
bution towards Norfolk°s future well-being by the Common¬ 
wealth. 

But is the plan “Norfolk”? Residents have a chance 
to judge that for themselves, and to propose alterations if 
they feel it reflects too much a mainland view of the world. 
In this respect the plan is characteristic of a number of ma¬ 
jor issues on which the Commonwealth is currently prepar¬ 
ing comprehensive plans for Norfolk's future - including 
social welfare services, a land-use and zoning scheme, 
the exploitation of offshore resources, and other matters 
which may well affect Norfolk’s character profoundly. 

THE “SOMETHING TIMELESS” about Norfolk in 
this issue is an extraordinary collection of letters to the ed¬ 
itor, starting on page 13. They were stimulated by a fear 
that large jets may come to the Island. But their import¬ 
ant message, we believe, is what the writers feel about 
Norfolk Island. * 

’ The timeless beauty and plaice of the countryside,” 
says one. ”1 found you had a world of your own, serenity 
... one of the last good things in life... a place I will al¬ 
ways remember with joy and thankfulness... we doubt if 
there is another place in the world to compare with it.. • 
it is the last of the beautiful Pacific islands which has so 
far not been exploited.. .what an oasis it is.. .out of ail 
our travels, it is our favourite place... " 

That is the way we feel about Norfolk. It is a great 
satisfaction and privilege to be able to try to chronicle 
what is happening on this colourful, complicated, blessed 
small Island, and for that privilege we are grateful to 
each reader, each advertiser, and each of the talented 
and good natured people who have contributed to, and 
helped produce, The Norfolk Island News. 


THE NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS is printed and published monthly at the News Office in Collins Heed Rd. 
The publisher is Ed Howard, P. 0« Box 94, Norfolk Island 2899, South Pacific. All contents ^copyright. 
Airmail subscriptions Australia $10; N. Z. $A16; Pacific islands $A18; shortened if pottage increases. 







Mazda 626 captures the driving spirit. The all 
new Mazda 626 is a highly refined combination of 
luxury and practicality that expresses your sense of 
good value. 

The precise, handling characteristics of the new 
Mazda 626 brings new pleasure every time you 
drive it. Even standing still the 626 has the promise 
of excitement in its sleek lines. On the move the 
wind tunnel perfected aero-dynamic design greatly 
contributes to its high speed stability and fuel 
economy. . 

The smooth, powerful and responsive 2-litre 


overhead cam four-cylinder engine is matched with 
a sophisticated road-hugging suspension. 

The plush interior features comprehensive 
instrumentation and a driver^ seat which includes 
adjustable thigh and lumbar support The two 
individual fold-down rear seat backs can be 
positioned to give a large flat carrying space 
extending all the way from the back of the front 
seats to the back of the car. A unique feature. 

The Mazda 626 2-litre is available in a range of 
stylish 4-door sedans and a classic 2-door hardtop. 
Performance and style with traditional Mazda quality. 


( 



Road & Track’ 

magazine says ^Evjry so oiti n a new ear arrives at the 

R&T editorial offices that evokes unan¬ 
imous enthusiasm: the Honda Accord. BMW 528i and Mazda 
RX-7 are three that come to mind It has happened again. this 
time with the coupe version of Mazda s third new car in two 
years, the 626.* 


FITZPATRICK’S 






80/81 Budget - Up, Balanced 


NORFOLK'S PUBLIC spending has been 
put onto a more business-like basis in 
the 1980/81 budget, announced in the 
Legislative Assembly on June 4th. 

The Assembly's financial plans for 
the coming financial year are a sharp 
contrast with the 1979/80 budget in¬ 
herited last year from the Australian- 
operated administration. 

The new budget is balanced, with 
revenues and spending estimated to 
equal each other. The 1979/80 bud¬ 
get was able to make ends meet only 
by using up a large amount of savings 
from past years. 

Instead of authorising all expected 
spending for the full year, which has 
been the custom in the past, the As¬ 
sembly held back authorisations for 
nearly $200, 000 of proposed spending, 
to be debated and passed if necessary 
as the year goes along. 

In its Supply Bill, the Assembly pro¬ 
vided enough funds for the public ser¬ 
vice to continue at its present levels 
of staff numbers and operating expenses. 
The current level of temporary help 
and overtime has^also been provided 
for, as have normal wage increments 
which go to a public servant at the end 
of each of the first sever#! years in a 
particular grade. But finance for any 
additional permanent positions in the 
public service will have to be sought 
from the Assembly. So will funds to 
cover any flow-on from National Wage 
Case decisions in Australia - which 
have automatically raised local sal¬ 
aries twice a year in the past. 

Another major change in the finan- 
; al planning process is that the Supply 
bill and budget were disclosed and left 
open for public comment for two weeks 
of ore the Assembly finally voted on 
•i t plans. In the past, budgets have 
simply been put into effect, without 
waiting for comment from residents. 

To prevent rush-buying by people 
wanting to get in ahead of some higher 
Customs duties, increases in duties 
applied to goods imported on or after 
June 5th, the day after the announce - 
ment. The increases apparently did not 
apply to a shipload of cargo that arriv¬ 
ed at Norfolk on the 4th, and was there¬ 
fore inside territorial waters before the 
rises were to be effective. 

The budget shows that the cost of 
government will increase sharply once 
again. ®he day-to-day salaries and 
expeniescbf ttwfe^ptiMia service are ex¬ 
pected to go up from about $2,150, 000 
this year to about $2, 500, 000 in 1980/ 
81, an increase of around $350, 000. 

To cover increased costs, the Assem¬ 


bly decided to raise a wide range of 
fees and charges, including - 
♦Higher customs duties on tobacco 
and spirits. These should add about 
170 a packet to the retail price of 
cigarettes, and 2<£ to the price of a 
nip of spirits in a hotel. Duty on beer 
and wine was left unchanged. 

• Petrol should go up about 1$ per 
litre at the pump as a result of increas¬ 
ed duty. 

•Clothing and footwear will carry 
3 °lc more duty. 

•Some stationery items will carry 
a duty of 5% 

•Residents travelling overseas will 
have to pay a departure fee, along 
with almost everyone else. The fee 
will be $5. A few residents, includ¬ 
ing those travelling for medical care, 
will be exempt. 

•Local postage will go up to 5#, 
ending Norfolk's distinction as one 
of the few places in the world where 
"penny post" still exists. 

•Many occasional and miscellaneous 
charges which have remained static 
for many years will be raised to re¬ 
flect inflation, including conveyan¬ 
cing fees, curator's fees, post office 
box rental rates and others. 

•Dog licenses will go up to $10, and 
for unspayed females the license fee 
will be a big $50. 

GOOD NEWS in the budget announce¬ 
ment included - 

•Cattle grids will be installed near 
hospital corner, Channer's corner and 
in New Cascade Rd. to keep cattle 
out of the central shopping area. This 
will bring an end to tourists* being 
able to snap photos of cows looking 
into shop windows, but it will allow 
trees and shrubs to survive in Burnt 
Pine. 

•Taylors Rd., which has become 
more and more prone to potholing, 
will get a complete re-sealing. 
•Customs duties will be removed 
from solar units and bicycles, as an 
encouragement for energy-saving. 
•Norfolk will get FM stereo radio 
broadcasting toward the end of 1980. 
People with AM radios will still be 
able to receive the local station for 
some time - until the present AM 
transmitter, which is getting old, fin¬ 
ally becomes unserviceable. 

•Cemetery Rd. will, like House Rd. 

(or Rooty Hill, as it appears on most ~ 
maps), be brought up out of its gully 
and converted into a scenic drive. J {& 
•A new fire station and alarm cbtefre " 
at the Works Depot will improve fire 


protection on the Island. 

•A scholarship will be available 
for continuing education if there is 
an especially deserving student who 
needs it. 

THE BEST NEWS in the budget was 
that the Assembly intends to keep 
Norfolk self-supporting without eating 
further into past years' savings, and 
without adopting money-raising mea¬ 
sures that plague people elsewhere: 
no income tax* no land rates, no 
death duties, no sales tax, no stamp 
duty, no '’value-added** tax, no bed 
tax. 

Customs duties are also being held 
at their present low levels for many 
items that help give the Island a 
shopping attraction for visitors - cam¬ 
eras, watches, radios and sound equi- 
ment, jewellery and many other 
products. 


SUBMISSIONS 
ON TOURISM 

PUBLIC HEARINGS of the inquiry into 
tourism on Norfolk, being carried out 
for the Legislative Assembly by a 
three-member Select Committee, 
will go into recess until early August 
after hearing evidence from Mr. John 
Riley, chairman of East-West Airlines, 
on July 8th, 

In the first round of hearings the 
Select Committee heard evidence from 
Alan Payne, president of the Accommo¬ 
dation Proprietors Association, accom¬ 
panied by Kath Bowall, secretary; Ray 
Brennan, manager of the Norfolk Island 
Tourist Bureau, accompanied by Roger 
Newman, Chairman of the Tourist 
Board; John Brown, chairman of direc¬ 
tors of Norfolk Island Airlines, and 
Geoff Bennett, president of the Cham¬ 
ber of Commerce. 

The hearitig* to date have been held 
on successive Thursdays at 4pm in the 
new Court Room* at Kingston. They 
are open to the public. 

From early August the Select Com¬ 
mittee will be available to hear any¬ 
one, including private individuals, who 
wants to provide information or opin¬ 
ions related to the committee's terms 
of reference. Written submissions are 
preferred - in addition to a personal 
appearance - but are not required. 

Appointments with the committee 
can be arranged through its secretary, 
Mrs. Ella Reynolds, or through the 
Legislative Assembly office. 






Full Range of Hanimex Lenses 

to suit most cameras 



Also available: 

PRAKTICA cameras FUJICA cameras 
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Kingston Plans Revealed 


A "MANAGEMENT PLAN" for conserv¬ 
ing and making the most out of Nor¬ 
folk's main historic area - Kingston 
and Arthurs Vale - has been complet¬ 
ed by a distinguished planning group 
after nearly a year of work, 

A report and recommendations for 
the plan are contained in a two-vol¬ 
ume publication of about 200 pages 
tabled in the Legislative Assembly in 
June, Copies of the report are scarce. 
Assembly Members have them, and 
a single copy has been placed in the 
Norfolk Island Library, Plans are to 
print the report in some quantity - 
presumably after it has been approved - 
and have them on sale. 

If the plan is carried out it will 
probably have a major impact on the 
impression tourists gain of Norfolk. 

The impression Kingston makes on 
visitors at present is mainly shaped 
by what guides tell them on organised 
tours, and what notions occur to them 
as they drive through the area. 

The Management Plan envisions a 
far more informative and interpretive 
"experience” for visitors, drawing 
them to Kingston for as many as five 
substantial trips to the old settlement 
during a single holiday here. 

COMMENT 

The plan requires endorsement and 
probably new laws from both the Leg¬ 
islative Assembly and the Common¬ 
wealth, It is open for comment from 
the public, and is subject to change, 
before the laws are enacted. 

The aims of the plan are to con¬ 
serve Kingston and Arthur's Vale per¬ 
manently, to allow continued use of 
the area by residents much as they 
use it now, to encourage people to 
visit and understand the area, and to 
manage the area well. 

The area included in the plan 
reaches from Bloody Bridge to the 
hilltops above Watermill Valley - in 
size, perhaps 1/10 of Norfolk. 

Problems of concern to the working 
group that prepared the plan include 
erosion on the hillsides; sand mining 
and the tip at Pt. Hunter; the intru¬ 
sive appearance of the Paradise Hotel, 
Islander Lodge and Panorama Court; 
the soldier-like rows of pines that have 
been planted; and the appearance of 
the bathing sheds at Slaughter and 
Emily bays. 

The plan recommends dealing with 
those problems by some tree plant¬ 


ing on the hillsides; turfing over the 
Pu Hunter tip; demolishing the Para¬ 
dise - with a new hotel being accep¬ 
table, if properly designed, to the 
East of the present hotel; painting 
the two hillside apartment buildings 
a color that blends into the land¬ 
scape, and screening them with trees 
and shrubs; adding some clusters of 
pines to break up the regularity of 
the pine avenues now growing; and re¬ 
placing the bathing sheds with "more 
sympathetically located and designed 
structures". 

To prevent damage to the area, the 
plan recommends that no changes or 
repairs should be made on any historic 
buildings, and no excavating done, 
without expert advice beforehand. 

The double-house ruin at No. 2 Qual¬ 
ity Row should be reconstructed, the 
plan recommends, and the Old Court 
in the administration building should 
be restored to its appearance when it 
was first built in 1897. 

MUSEUM 

Norfolk's Museum should be located 
in the convict store building at the pier, 
with its offices in the Engineers Cottage, 
The Crank Mill building should not be 
converted to a museum, but should be 
preserved much as it is, with emphasis 
on its old use. 

Volume II of the report contains sub- 
reports on subjects including land¬ 
scaping, the Museum, archeology, and 
how the area can best be interpreted to 
visitors. The archeological sub-report 
is a digest from a much larger report 
yet to be published, but even Tn digest 
form it is a wealth of information about 
the points of interest in the area - some 
300 of them. Each is named, described, 
and commented on, some in fascinating 
detail. 

COST 

The costs of carrying out the plan and 
managing the area over the years should 
be shared between Norfolk and the Com¬ 
monwealth, the report recommends, 
with the Commonwealth paying the 
main costs of conserving and maintain¬ 
ing all of the historic structures. Nor¬ 
folk should continue paying for roads, 
drainage, cattle control (cattle would 
still roam free in most of the area, as 
now), sport and recreation facilities. 


the jetty, landscaping, tourist facili¬ 
ties and services, the Museum, displays, 
walking tracks, lookouts and signs. 

VISITORS TO the historic area in 
another few years will take home a 
richer and stronger memory of the old 
settlement than most do now - if the 
general plan is carried out. 

They will have a choice of planned 
walks to take through the area, each 
with a pamphlet showing-and explain¬ 
ing what they will find along the way. 

There will be a self-guided auto tour, 
with strip maps to follow for people who 
would rather drive. 

Displays at the Museum at the pier 
will give visitors a general background 
idea of the area, so they can then go 
see for themselves. 

Coach tour operators will have a 
world of properly-researched facts to 
draw on, so they can be more expert 
guides. 

There will be explanatory signs, unob¬ 
trusively positioned, which will tell 
visitors what they are looking at - and 
"diagramatic description plates" at 
sites like the Crank Mill, the lime kiln 
and the^salt works, showing what used 
to go on there. 

A viewing platform is recommended 
at the old jail, so people will be able 
to look down on the grounds and see how 
the buildings and cells were arranged. 

"Rangers" may be employed to care 
for the area and to provide authorita¬ 
tive information to visitors. And even¬ 
tually there may be local actors, in 
authentic period dress, to tell people 
about Kingston and Arthur's Vale as if 
they had lived there long ago. 

The Management Plan report sets out 
a possible story-line for the message 
visitors will be given about the area. 

It was prepared by an expert from the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service 
after only two days here, and he says 
that he has not really had adequate 
time to study the situation. 

He suggests four consecutive "stories” 
on which separate tours could be based. 
These are the geologic creation of the 
Island itself;; the wky the landscape was 
shaped over thousands of years; the way 
plants, birds and animals came to exist 
on the Island; and the colonization of 
the Island by man, starting with Poly- 
, nesian visits and carrying through to 
the present. The Second Settlement, 
when most Kingston buildings were 
built, seems to be predominant in the 
"colonization by man” story, with 
little indicated attention to the Pit¬ 
cairn settlement era starting in 1856. 
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Medium Jets the best choice, Dept, says 


A "FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL Impact 
Statement" on the upgrading of Nor¬ 
folk Island Airport to medium jet stan¬ 
dard was issued by Australia’s Depart¬ 
ment of Transport in June. Copies of 
the statement, which contains 37 pages 
of text and 11 diagrams, were placed 
on sale on the Island. 

The statement’s conclusions are - 
•the best way of continuing a "mod¬ 
ern and economic air link to Norfolk 
Island from Australia" is to introduce 
medium jet aircraft. 

•the introduction of F28'-size aircraft, 
even with less frequent flights, "may 
require a stricter application of re¬ 
strictions on entry by the local Admin¬ 
istration". 

•environmental consequences of the 
upgrading "do not appear to be a ma¬ 
jor problem" except for noise at 
Bishop's Court and the Church of Eng¬ 
land residence, 

•some environmental aspects, such as 
the effects of air turbulence on the 
structure of St. Barnabas Chapel,' "may 
need further study, or at least contin¬ 
ual monitoring". 

•the extensions and upgrading works 
will be confined within the existing 
airport boundaries. About 500 metres 
of Ferny Lane, starting at the T-junc¬ 
ture with Country Rd, is actually in¬ 
side the airpojt boundary, and will be 
relocated about.,100 metres farther 
southeast. : 

•the terminal and parking area will 
not be enlarged. 

•depending on the direction of take¬ 
off and landing, F28s will make a lot 
of noise over a strip of land up to 
1500 metres wide, from Kingston to 
the centre of Norfolk's west coast. At 
the Admin building. Government 
House and Quality Row the noise will 
be "barely acceptable" for up to 30 
seconds on an Eastward take-off. 

•F28s are expected to create only 
1/14 as much air pollution as Norfolk 
cars already do. 

•the effect on Norfolk birds is impos¬ 
sible to predict accurately, "but the 
weight of evidence strongly suggests 
that they may be little affected, if 
at all". 

•slightly larger aircraft such as the 
737 and BACH 1 might possibly be 
able to use the upgraded airport, but 
would need specific study/ including 
a separate* environmental impact 
statement. 

The Department’s statement expres¬ 
ses the view that other classes of 
aircraft are not satisfactory for pro¬ 
viding the Sydney-Norfolk service. 


Continued use of F27$ is "unaccep¬ 
table^ because they infringe the 90- 
minute rule. 

Norfolk Island Airlines' KingAirs do 
not provide what is technically classed 
as an "airline service", and "it may • 
be impractical" to handle the Island's 
peak traffic periods with them. 

The Dash-7 is expected to be much 
more costly to operate then the F27s 0 
requiring either much higher air fares 
or a Commonwealth Government sub¬ 
sidy. 

Boeing 727s would be muchnoiser than 
the F28 and would require an airport 
upgrading coating $12-14 million as 
compared with the estimated $6 mil¬ 
lion for the F28s. 

Commuter jet aircraft such as the 12- 
passenger Cessna Citation would require 
little or no airport upgrading, but the 
larger number of flights required would 
be a disadvantage on Norfolk and at 
the Sydney airport. 

,.The statement takes note of public 
comments made on the i975 draft en¬ 
vironmental impact statement, when 
larger planes were being planned for. 
Comments made by 29 individuals and 
groups then are enumerated. In a : 
section headed "Assessment of public 
comments" various points that were 
made are tabulated, but the term 
"assessment" appears to be used in an 
unusual sense, as no evaluation is made 
of their significance. They are simply 
included. The statement invites no 
further comments. 

A four-page supplement of "Notes" 


on the statement, made after the 
printed booklet, had been completed, 
amends the statement in some ways and 
according to the Department "should 
be read in conjunction with" the state¬ 
ment. The Notes include a plan draw¬ 
ing of the proposed works, which shows 
the main runway being slightly re¬ 
aligned, and indicates some extension 
to die terminal building, apparently 
minor. 


a mini-editorial 

WITHIN A FEW MONTHS Australia 
will be weighing a final decision on 
whether the Norfolk airport should be 
upgraded to take F2B jets. The De¬ 
partment of Transport recommends 
the upgrading, and the Legislative 
Assembly supports it. 

There is a groundswell of genuinely 
concerned opposition to the plan. It 
has been pointed out that in at least 
one respect - the effect of jets on 
Norfolk birds - the Department's an¬ 
alysis seems quite superficial. Yet 
it is almost certain that the upgrad¬ 
ing will go ahead unless a reliable, 
preferable alternative to the F28 is 
able to be shown. 

There may be no alternative, but 
we question whether a serious enough 
effort has yet been made to find one. 

Norfolk is worth the effort. 










RESORT & DESIGNER WEAR 
BOUTIQUE 

Imported Clothing & Accessories 

from 

NEW YORK, HONOLULU, MEXICO 

Up driveway opposite Bowling Club 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 













On Sundays we bring back the 

English Village Pub 

LUNCH f< DINNER 

SUNDAY LUNCH FROM 12.30 - 3.00 SUNDAY DINNER FROM 6.00 - 10.00 



from $2.50, dishes such as 


English cold pork pie 
Cumberland rough-cut sausages 

the simple Ploughman s lunch 
hearty home made Soup 

ALSO FEATURING THE GARRISON’S FAVOURITE WOOD-FIRED CHARCOAL GRILL 
DISHES, INCLUDING NEW ZEALAND’S BEST BEEF # DOUB LE-S MOK ED LOCAL 
HAM, PREPARED ESPECIALLY FOR US # FISH FROM THE ISLAND’S ABUNDANT 
WATERS # DELICIOUS FRESH SALADS WITH HERBS FROM OUR OWN GARDEN 
HOT COBS OF FRESH COUNTRY BREAD • NORFOLK'S PREMIER WINE CELLAR 


AT THE GARRISON 


FULLY LICENSED 


RING 2073 TO RESERVE A TABLE 








IN MAY Karlene Christian wrote a let¬ 
ter about the proposed Norfolk airport 
upgrading to the editors of a number 
of publications in Australia and New 
Zealand* Ft was widely published* 

The letter^ ex pressed a deep concern 
for the harmful effects that large jet 
airliners could bring to the Island, and 
expressed the hope that the people of 
Norfolk could resist the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment 9 * plan* It asked sympathetic 
people to write to the Norfolk Islander 
or The News. 

The News has received some 70 let¬ 
ters from such people. We believe 
many of them were concerned that 
large jets - 747s or DClOs - might be 
coming to Norfolk, and that die Nor¬ 
folk airport might be greatly enlarged 
to handle them* This is clearly not 
the proposal, which is based on 70- 
passenger F28 jets, and a very limited 
extension of one runway. 

The proposed upgrading raises some 
serious questions about the Island 9 * en¬ 
vironment and about future growth in 
tourism here, and many residents are 
genuinely concerned about these ques- 


Sir, 

I was very interested to read Karlene 
Christian’s article in the Evening Post 
last Thursday of Australia wanting to 
increase the size of the runway at 
your airport to take jet planes. I for 
one, would loathe to think of this hap¬ 
pening, To me, Norfolk Island is one 
of the few places on this planet where 
one can unwind in such a relaxing at¬ 
mosphere, forgetting the rush and evil 
of the outside world* It is paradise * 

I have been to Norfolk Island three 
times in the last six years and intend 
coming over again next April. 

I have always found the people 
friendly and helpful and the shopping 
excellent and never tire of the beauty 
of the place. 

The tourist trade that the jet planes 
would bring would ruin your island 
and your wonderful way of life. The 
dollars wouldn’t compensate. 

I wish you every success in keeping 
Norfolk Island as it is for many years 
to come. 

Good luck ! I 
Yours sincerely, 

Dorothy Harper, Porirua, N.Z. 


tions. The degree of alarm felt by 
many Australians and New Zealanders 
who wrote in response to Karlene , 
Christian’s letter may, however, have 
been based on a degree of misunder¬ 
standing. 

Quite apart from the specific matter 
of whether, or how much, the Norfolk 
airport should be upgraded, the let¬ 
ters prompted by Karlene Christian’s 
appeal have a very great significance 
for Norfolk Island* They reveal a 
depth of affection and concern for 
Norfolk that has probably never before 
been shown so clearly. They show 
that a very large number of people 
believe Norfolk has something precious 
which is becoming rarer in the world 
every year. They are saying some¬ 
thing about the Island that we who live 
here may tend to forget, because we 
are so accustomed to it. 

We are printing many of the letters 
in full - not as a campaign against 
the upgrading of the airport (which is 
a complicated issue, not adequately 
dealt with in the letters) but because 
they are an unprecedented expression 
of something many in the outside 
world feel about our Island. We regret 
we have been unable to print all of 
them. They are still arriving, and 
are as intelligently written and 
caring as the ones we have printed. 


Sir, 

I read with interest the letter writ¬ 
ten to the Sunday Mail by Karlene 
Christian. It is nice to taiow that 
your younger folk are looking to Nor¬ 
folk Island’s future. 

My husband and 1 have been to the 
island twice and hope to come again 
soon. We live in a place where we 
cater for the tourist trade, but with 
increased tourist interest come more 
and more problems one way and 
another. 

We found your beautiful Island so 
peaceful and the natural beauty is won¬ 
derful to see. 

Don’t have it spoiled by bigger planes, 
more people and more problems. Keep 
it as it is, as I'm sure that is what most 
of the folk who have been there think. 

Don’t pollute it any more than you 
have to. It is a place which we would 
have loved to have made our home, so 
we have quite a spot for it in our hearts. 

Hope the folk wake up before it is 
too late. 

Good luch to all. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hazel English, Alexandra H’land 


Sir. 

I am concerned at a report in the "Ev¬ 
ening Post” newspaper, published in 
Wellington, N.Z., that the Australian 
Government is considering plans to ex¬ 
pand Norfolk Island’s airport, enabling 
large jet aircraft to land. 

My wife and I visited your Island In 
November 1978 and were impressed by 
the lifestyle on Norfolk, as well as it’s 
historical and natural endowments. 

The point that concerns me is that if 
a large scale tourist industry is opened 
up by virtue of large jet transport, I 
feel that the very way of life of Norfolk 
Island would be swamped. As things 
are now, I believe the population of 
approximately 2, 000 copes with ap¬ 
proximately 24, 000 tourists annually, 
the maximum number recommended 
by a Royal Commission is realistic. 

An increase in the number of tourists 
would, I am sure, serve only to change 
the Island lifestyle - certainly one of 
the major attractions of visiting Norfolk 
a quiet, relaxing, naturally beautiful 
and historically fascinating island. This 
would be apart from the untold damage 
that would be done in establishing a 
larger airport - both in the area of ex¬ 
tension and possible quarrying for 
materials. 

My wife and I arrived from New Zea¬ 
land in a turbo prop Friendship aircraft - 
more than adequate from our point of 
view and it sure would be a shame for 
Norfolk Island to be turned into a highly 
commercialised tourist resort such as 
Hawaii or Tahiti, losing its natural 
attraction to bureaucratic commercial 
interests which would surely follow the 
coming of large jet aircraft. 

Surely, it is only humanly democra¬ 
tic for the people of Norfolk Island to 
decide their future - if the Island’s 
future is decided otherwise, it would 
seem to be a situation similar to that 
which is causing the Olympic Games 
boycott 1 1 

Keep jets and overseas commercialism 
out of Norfolk Island unless asked for. 
by the inhabitants.: r 
Yours faithfully, 

R.H. Wiley, Trentham, N.Z. 


Sir, 

With reference to Karlene Louise 
Christian's "Letter to the Editor" (The 
Sunday Mail, May 25th, 1980) we, be¬ 
ing recent visitors to Norfolk Island, 
most certainly agree that the Island 
should remain as it is. 

Apparently a wonderful Avenue of 
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Norfolk island Pines was sacrificed for 

the existing Airport, which is quite 
large enough for such a tiny island. 

The airplanes flying in from the Souths 
em States and New Zealand now, to 
us, seem quite large enough. Any 
further quarrying and earthworks - 
would be a great shame.!...- 
To make this delightful place another 
Fiji, Hawaii etc., would be sacri¬ 
lege, as I think most visitors would 
agree. As it is now, Norfolk Island 
is an absolute joy to visit. 

Yes, we agree - "don't spoil it" 

Yours faithfully, 

K. & A. Dobcke, Brisbane 


Sir, 

I have visited Norfolk Island several 
times during the past 8 years. I agree 
whole-heartedly with all you have to 
say in your letter of 6th May, which 
I read in the S. M. H., published here 
20-5-80. 

As you so rightly say, the Island is a 
haven. The restorations, die develop¬ 
ment 1 have noticed up to the present 
time are of great benefit. The Island 
in itself is unique. To contemplate 
increasing the number of tourists sub¬ 
stantially could only mean disaster. 

It would completely change the char¬ 
acter of the Island, it no longer being 
a haven not only for the residents but 
for the visitors too. The tranquility 
for which it is famous would neces¬ 
sarily disappear. I sincerely hope 
your appeal will be successful. 

Yours faithfully, 

G. Cassidy, Bellevue Hill 


Sir, 

Having read Karlene Christian's 
letter on Norfolk Island in the Sun¬ 
day Mail, mywifeand J >: would like 
,to say we agree most Whole-hearted¬ 
ly with the sentiments expressed. We 
have enjoyed the peaceful beauty of 
your small island on numerous occa¬ 
sions and enjoyed it immensely. To 
change it by enlarging the airfield 
would be a disaster in our minds. Let 
us hope your island remains as it is, 
a beautiful quiet little haven in the 
Pacific. 

Sincerely yours, 

R. & D. Giddins, Brisbane 


Sir, :.f 

I wish to protest at plans to expand 
Norfolk Island airport. This proposal 
would be of jio.benefit.to Norfolk,Is¬ 
land and wpuld take away its quiet 
charm. This is what brings people to 
Norfolk Island. There is no other 
place like it on earth. Please let it 


remain that way.. 

I visited the island in January 1970 
when the DC-4s were operating and 
enjbyed the slow trip there. I i&tendb 
to come again in the not too distant 
future. However if such a develop¬ 
ment goes ahead, I for one, would 
not want to visit Norfolk Island again. 
Yours faithfully, 

(Mrs) R. G. Eyles, Pennant Hills 


Sir, 

Miss K. L. Christian is to be congra¬ 
tulated on her letter, which was pub¬ 
lished in the* Sydney Morning Herald' 
on 20th May, 1980 and I am sure 
that there are many who will echo 
her sentiments regarding the 'Island*. 

In spite of its early harsh and cruel 
history as a convict penal settlement, 
it can more surely be described as a 
'Paradise Island*. My family has 
twice enjoyed the hospitality of its 
people and beautiful scenery and it 
will not be the last time We will 
visit the Island, God willing. 

My wife's family has a link with the 
Island as her father's birth is the first 
recorded in the Register on the Island 
and her grandfather was granted land 
on the hill between Taylors Road and 
Middlegate Road, also a lease of the 
land surrounding the Mill adjacent to 
the Common, near Country Road. 

I remember on one of our visits, 
there was a proposal to acquire 40 
acres to extend the Airport and to seal 
the surface in order to improve the 
landing facilities for more modem 
aircraft. I mourn the passing of the 
Douglas aircraft we travelled in, but 
realise that they could not last forever. 

However, I feel that to spoil the 
Island by converting it into a fixed 
aircraft carrier would be an adverse , 
move which would' encroach on the 
environment of the Island and remove 
some of die natural beauth of the site. 

With the modem trend to aircraft 
with, the ability to land and take off 
from shorter runways, and abb towards 
quieter aircraft, I believe that the 
area could better be served by improv¬ 
ing the existing facilities without the 
acquisition of a larger portion of the 
limited area of the Island, and pos- ; v .„. 
sibly more frequent serViSes of die 
present aircraft. •. 

My family and l heartily support 
your efforts to improve the-facilities 
within the existing bounds of the air¬ 
port and may your efforts be success¬ 
ful. 

Sincerely yours, 

Robert C. Anderson, Telopea 


Sir, 

I recently read in the Wellington 


"Evening Post": an article by Miss 
karlene Christian, voicing her con¬ 
cern at the possible expansion of the 
j .Norfolk island Airport to accomodate 
iarge jet planes. My husband and I 
visited there last February, and after 
a span of six years since our previous 
visit, We were delighted that so little 
change had occurred. The few new 
shops and charming new homes were 
appreciated but did not alter the 
friendly peaceful atmosphere* 

We would regret to see perhaps a 
"mini motorway" to accomodate in¬ 
creased airport traffic and ultra mod¬ 
ern hotels several stories high. We 
trust the hidden unknown bureaucrats 
will leave well enough alone. 

My husband and 1 hope to visit 
Norfolk Island again and trust that we 
find it the same delightful place, 
please don't let anyone spoil it. 


Yours faithfully, 

Hellen O. Lawrence, Lower Hutt 


I support the Norfolk Islanders with 
a protest against expanding the air¬ 
port. Can't the people be left to 
tive in peace and quiet in their beau¬ 
tiful world. 

The world is going mad, or the 
people are, from traffic noises and 
speed. Soon there will not be a 
place in the world to live in quiet 
and study nature. Some say it's pro¬ 
gress, .yes, but progressing backwards. 

From one who cares about our 
beautiful world. 

Yours sincerely 

(Mrs.) E. Lane, Wynnum Hts. Qld. 


Sir. 

Having enjoyed a holiday with my 
family last December on your delight¬ 
fulIsland, I would really hate to see 
itv"developed 1 *^ which is a hateful 
word, as it inevitably means -spoiled*. 
Move the bland and its peopld as 
they are. Hoping your campaign 
succeeds. 


Yours truly, 

Jean Douglas, Brisbane Qld. 


Sir, 

...... As a past and (I hope) a future visi¬ 
tor to Norfolk Island, I am writing in 
support of the protest against the ex¬ 
pansion of the island airport. To me 
it would be disappointing indeed, if 
the Island's present character and 
attractions are lost or e^ep adversely 
J*affected in ghe interests of -commer¬ 
cial exploitation. a 

As Karlene Christian pointed out in 
her letter to the Brisbane Sunday Mail, 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / June 27-Aug 18,1980 


13 












Meet the nextgeneration of food processors. 
Sunbeam Freeway 

The end of stop/rtart food processing. 



Continuous flow operation. 

The problem with the first generation of food 
processors was that all food preparation was 
carried out in a small container. So, although 
they were fast, their capacity was limited and 
their operation was stop/start. The container 
had to be emptied for each change of 
ingredient, each change of function and each 
time the container was filled. 

A big change for the better. 

The new Sunbeam* Freeway*’ food processor 
has continuous flow. This means that for most 
big jobs, the container is by-passed completely. 

Food is fed in through the top in the normal 
manner. But the Freeway food processor 
processes the food right there and shoots it 
neatly out through a chute in the side. Food 
simply flows straight through, continuously. 

You can slice, shred or chip as many different 
ingredients as you like, without stopping. 


$59" 


SUNBEAM CLASSIC STEAM AND DRY IRON SR14. 

Steam or dry action. With 36 steam holes, wide-range of fabric 
settings, and a convenient side-mounted cord. 


SPECIAL 


*24 


Comes complete with neat attachment kit. 

Continuous flow means that bulk processing 
is handled without the machine itself being 
huge. So it takes up much less bench space. 
That also means it is a lot lighter. Yet it is held 
firmly in ploce on the bench with rubber 
suction feet. 


GIVE ME SUNBEAM ANYTIME 


* PETE’S PLACE* 

for 

DISCOUNT PRICES 









there are already numerous resorts 
of the Gold Coast type. So why create 
another one on Norfolk Island? 

Anyway, I believe that it ought to 
be for Norfolk Islanders themselves 
to decide what should or shQuld not 
be done to their island and their way 
of life. 

I am afraid you will have a diffi¬ 
cult task to persuade the present Can¬ 
berra administration to put the wel¬ 
fare of Norfolk Island people ahead 
of commercial interests. However, 
if sufficient numbers of residents 
and visitors support your compaign, 
it could prove successful. 1 sincerely 
hope so. 

Yours faithfully, 

W.H. Fischer, Brisbane, Qld. 


Sir, 

We are writing in response to a let¬ 
ter in the Sunday Mail, 25/5/80, writ¬ 
ten by Karlene Louise Christian to pro¬ 
test the Australian Government lay¬ 
ing plans to expand the airport. 

We have had two lovely holidays 
on your Island, the last as recent as 
last September, and I fully agree 
that, if the Federal Government 
starts there, it will not be to the 
advantage of the Island and its beau¬ 
tiful setting. Wishing you success in 
your campaign. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. & M. Dahl, Brisbane, Qld. 


Sir, 

I have recently returned from a stay 
on your lovely Island - and today I’ve 
read your letter in "The Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald". 

I can not support your views or your 
efforts to stop the upgrading of the 
Island’s airport. This is 1980 - and 
there are no longer any outposts of 
Australia. Your Island survives only 
because we, the tourists, come to you. 
So why stop progress --should we not 
have the pleasure of reaching the island 
in two hours instead of four. You seek 
young people to visit your island and 
yet you will not upgrade your hotels to 
the mainland standard. What can the 
Island offer the young. One stay at 
the Hotel would be enough 

to make anyone think of even return¬ 
ing to Norfolk. 

Norfolk Island is part of Australia - 
whether you like it or not, the air¬ 
port will be made safe for jets to 
land and with this will come the im¬ 
provements the Island so badly needs. 

To the Islanders I say - admire your 
past history, but don’t live in it. For 
instance, the giving of dictatorial 


powers to your Mr. Buffett - and the 
restriction of many of us who would 
like to settle on Norfolk, shows reflec 
tion of the past in this selfish act. 
Yours sincerely, 

D.C. Tuffy, Clarendon, N,S.W, 


Sir, 

I wish to add our signatures to endorse 
the letter appearing in the Brisbane Sun¬ 
day Mail on 25-5-80, referring to the 
Airlines attempting to land jets, on Nor¬ 
folk Island. During our stay at the Nor¬ 
folk Hotel, in March, with Skennars 
group, we were very happy and impres¬ 
sed with the lovely peaceful life on 
the Island. We have recommended 
that many of our relatives pay the Is¬ 
land a visit, as well as many friends. 

It is our sincere wish to visit your love¬ 
ly island again next year. Out of all 
our travels, it our favourite place for 
a holiday. We sincerely hope that jet 
planes will never get the facilities to 
enable them to land and destroy the 
tranquility of a really beautiful island. 


Sincerely, 

Mrs. Alice Podd, Mr. Alex Emery, 
Mrs. C. Arnell, John Bellary 
Manly, West Queensland 


Sir, 


As recent visitors to your beautiful 
island, my mother and I would like to 
add our voices to the protest against 
jet aircraft being allowed on Norfolk. 

Our holiday was one of peace and 
tranquility, which is so unique in this 
world today, and we look forward to 
the time when we can return and hope 
to find it unchanged. 

We wish you every success in your 
plea for preservation. 


Yours faithfully, 
Lorraine E. Fisher 
M. E. Fisher, Brisbane 


Sir, 

Following Miss Christian’s letter to 
the Sydney Morning Herald, I wish to 
express my feelings. 

My qualifications are nil - merely 
the memories of a far too short holi¬ 
day on your lovely island. 

I believe that the introduction of 
"too-large" jet aeroplanes to Norfolk 
would ruin the island. It’s main at¬ 
traction, apart from historical aspects, 
must be the peace and quiet. Tourists 
will not visit the Island if it becomes 
too commercialised. 

On the other hand, tourists spend 
only a short time on the Island. They 
must not be allowed to dictate the 
future of the Island. The people who 
live on Norfolk should have that right. 


If the Islanders want large jet aero¬ 
planes, they should work to get them; 
if they do not, they should not be 
forced to accept them. Many cities, 
including Sydney, want airports removed, 
On Norfolk there is nowhere else to put 
an airport. 

I would support the Islanders in the 
choice they make. 

(Mrs.) Trudie Rogers, 

Burwood, N,S,W, 


Sir, 

As past visitors to Norfolk Island we 
wish to add our support to a protest 
against expansion of the airport. 

The resultant earthworks of enlarging 
the air-strip can only scar the beauty 
of this small island, and raising of 
tourist numbers and supporting ameni¬ 
ties would bring unwanted change to the 
charm of rural peace, which is the main 
attraction to holiday makers. 

' Yours sincerely, 

J. & P,C. Icely, Roseville, N.S.W, 
Sir, 

After reading the letter in the Sydney 
Morning Herald on 20th May, written 
by Miss K. L, Christian, I would like 
to give all my support in any possible, 
to those who are trying to keep Norfolk 
Island a place of peace and beauty. 

In 1963 I had the pleasure of a two 
week stay on the Island, and it was 
really delightful, but since I have 
heard reports of things happening, 
which rather disturb me. Such as the 
dumping of rubbish in the sea at Head¬ 
stone, which no doubt is because of the 
increased tourist volume now visiting 
Norfolk. 

The enlargement of the airport will 
certainly detract from the beauty of 
the Island, will bring more noise and 
pollution, and more tourists, which I 
think must be kept strictly limited, 
according to the size of the Island, 
otherwise more natural areas will have 
to be made available for more build¬ 
ings, roads, etc., and so it goes on. 

Those people in controlling positions 
in Sydney and Canberra only seem in¬ 
terested in turning everything possible 
into dollars, and we are fighting this 
all the time. Sydney has lost much of 
its bushland, and some of our best 
areas on the outskirts of Sydney are 
being cut up for homes, just to extend 
a spreading sea of backyards which 
produce nothing. We are fighting 
against the building of a huge gaol 
the government want to build right in 
the middle of good agricultural ground, 
we are fighting to save the last bit of 
rainforest left in this State, we are 
fighting against Barrier Reef drilling, 
etc. We have seen uncontrolled de- 
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veiopment in the Gold Coast areas, it 
is still going on, and on my last recent 
visit there I was not impressed. This 
kind of H progress H as they call it, cer¬ 
tainly does nothing to beautify any 
place, or does not make peaceful liv¬ 
ing possible. 

I strongly urge you to resist airport 
development by peaceful means, but 
failing that, all Islanders should com¬ 
bine In force to stop the bulldozers 
moving in. I wish you best of luck 
in your efforts. 

Yours faithfully, 

Geoffrey N. Frost, Denistone East 
Sir, 

God forbid and perish the thought - 
its beyond thinking about; the idea of 
your little island becoming another 
Fiji, Tahiti or Hawaii is too awful, 
and not worth thinking about. Frank¬ 
ly I never thought this could, or would 
happen. With high-powered jets, your 
bird life would suffer as would your 
animal life because of pollution and 
noise. Those beautiful horses and the 
cattle keeping the grass "mown" 
wouldn't know what to do - the whole 
atmosphere would be ruined - peace, 
silence and your 'character* atmos¬ 
phere as well. Don't let this happen- 
To accomodate all these future tour¬ 
ists, your amenities for them would 
be all modem buildings. Burnt Pine 
would probably have street lighting, 
and poor old Cyclops would look like 
a candle!! Keep what you have, for 
keeps. I always remember a travel 
brochure which said, "If you want a 
boring holiday, come to Norfolk” - no 
way was I bored - so much to do, and 
done in your pace when time is no object, 
just peace, silence and heaven. Austra¬ 
lia is so Americanised, as are all those 
Pacific tourist 'havens’ - don't let Nor¬ 
folk be another one. Good luch to you 
all, fight for survival - don't let Can¬ 
berra win. Save the haven. 

Best wishes, 

Patricia Hodgsa, Upper Hutt, N„ Z. 


Sir, 

In reply to Miss K.L. Christian's let¬ 
ter of 5/5/80 to the Herald, 1 wish to 
offer ray opinion, as one who has made 
three holiday trips to the Island and 
hopes to continue to do so. I consider 
the extension to the runway in order to 
take jets as a step in the right direction 
for all concerned. 

I'm very fond of the Island, but on 
three occasions have endured five hour 
nightmare bone-rattling flights, which 
are outrageous for a 1440 km trip. 

True, these flights were on the DC4*s 
which are now replaced by Foker 


Friendships but even these 'planes, 
although more reliable, are slow, small 
and turbulent, and without runway ex¬ 
tensions, the largest that may land 
there. 

I presonally hope it is not a "viola¬ 
tion of paradise", as I'm sure it’s in¬ 
tended as an improvement and 1 doubt 
that there will be any significant change 
in the Island due to this extension. As 
shipping is limited to cargo, one would 
hope the flights will continue on a 
regular basis. Certainly until the fuel 
runs out, then it will be a long swim. 

Hoping your anxiety is unfounded. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. Evans, Mortlake, N.S, W 0 


Sir. 

We read, with dismay, the letter to 
the Sydney Morning Herald from Miss 
K.L. Christian. 

The pleasure we experienced (and hope 
to repeat) from a holiday on Norfolk Is¬ 
land was the result of the unspoiled sim¬ 
plicity of the Island. 

We feel that any change which would 
bring about a "commercial" atmosphere 
on the Island, is to be deplored. 

We sincerely hope that you and your 
fellow residents on Norfolk Island will 
be successful in your endeavours to re¬ 
sist any such changes. 

Yours faithfully, 

Cecily & Keith Sonenfield, Vaucluse 


Sir, 

I was distressed to read in the Auck¬ 
land Star, Friday 16th May, that there 
is a possibility of extending the airport 
on Norfolk Island. I was there on holi¬ 
day over Easter 1978, and was impress¬ 
ed with the island's beauty and tran¬ 
quility. To increase the size of the 
airport, allowing larger planes to land 
and take off would be greatly de trimen- 
tal to the peace and quiet which reigns. 
The increase in the numbers of tour¬ 
ists and the resultant increase in hotels 
would also spoil the island. 

I am very much against this proposal 
and hope the idea to increase the length 
of the runway will be dropped. 

Yours faithfully, 

Vicky Young, Auckland, N. Z. 


Sir, 

I read with horror the article printed 
in the Auckland Star tonight, saying 
that the Australian Government want 
to extend the runway at Norfolk air¬ 
port and bring in larger planes. How 
can they even contemplate the taking 
in of big machinery and desecrating 
the beautiful bush that exists now. 

You say that 24, 000 visitors visit the 


Island each year. Isn't that enough 
for them, without ruining the Island's 
main charm. The peace and tranquil¬ 
ity of the Island is the main reason I 
go there. In this world of rush and 
bustle, what an oasis, it is. 1 was 
there in 1978 and 1979, and I'll be 
there again this year in November. 

As it is, over here, we have to book 
up rather early to make sure of a 
flight and accommodation, so there 
must be a lot of people like me. 
Admittedly, the shopping is a big 
attraction, but that's second to the 
beautiful scenery that will be spoilt 
with the noise and pollution that the 
big planes will bring. After all, the 
Island is only small, why not keep it 
that way. 

Yours truly, 

Mona Burrows* Auckland, N.Z. 


Sir, 

It was with consternation that I 
recently rdati in my local newspaper 
an article regarding proposed exten¬ 
sions to the runway at Norfolk Island 
to take larger aircraft. 

I can only think that this is another 
attempt by the Australian Government 
to undermine the autonomy of Nor¬ 
folk, using the airlines. Having put 
larger aircraft on the Island service, 
they will want to either reduce the 
frequency of flights, thereby taking 
away a vital communication link, 
or, more likely, demand increased 
hotel and restaurant facilities as they 
flood the island with tourists. 

I can see it now. The next step 
would be to build casinos etc., to 
"entertain" these people. As any 
tourist who has enjoyed the pleasures 
of Norfolk will tell you, there is no 
need for touristy entertainments like 
that on Norfolk. The style, atmos¬ 
phere and setting are total entertain¬ 
ment. Paradise today. 

A paradise that will be destroyed 
by influxes of large numbers of tour¬ 
ists, because as facilities expand, 
more and more outsiders will be 
needed to help run the island, and 
as the permanent population grows, 
there will be a dissipation of the 
natural aura of your people and is¬ 
land heritage. 

I only hope that those of you who 
have the spirit and fortitude of the 
"Bounty", be it by blood, or associ¬ 
ation, have the strength to win out 
against the government and any 
money-minded local inhabitants who 
wish to exploit the island. 

Yours faithfully, 

Ian G. Wright, Canterbury, N. Z e 
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Sir, 

We would like to add our protest 
to those of the island residents re¬ 
garding the proposed jet extension 
with its consequent pollution and 
spoiling of what is the last little 
bit of Paradise'' left in the Pacific. 

My husband and I spent 10 days on 
Norfolk in 1976, accompanied by 
my elderly parents, and we had a 
lovely, peaceful holiday exploring 
the highways and by-ways and enjoying 
our contacts with the local people and 
the general leisurely life-style of the 
Island. A huge influx of extra visitors 
would certainly result in a commercial- 
style resort instead of the tranquil, 
peaceful spot that it still is. 

Yours sincerely, 

Randell & Beryl Bird, Tamworth 


Sir, 

Following an article by Miss K.L. 
Christian dated 5/5/80, which appear¬ 
ed under "Letter to the Editor" in the 
Sydney Morning Herald on Tuesday, 

20th May, I am prompted to write to 
you to express the horror and disgust 
felt by both myself and my wife to¬ 
wards the proposed extentions to the 
Norfolk Island Airport. True, the cur¬ 
rent trip to Norfolk Island by Fokker 
Friendship F27 (or even something smal¬ 
ler) is an experience not to be missed, 
but we can not believe that anyone in 
their right mind could contemplate 
destroying what we consider to be one 
of the few bastions left in the world 
today of "a reasonably civilized way 
of life." 

Having travelled somewhat exten¬ 
sively throughout the world and seen 
what has happened to places such as 
Fiji (ugh!) and more recently Bali, I 
am pleased to see that to date the Nor¬ 
folk Islanders have taken some very 
positive steps to preserve most impor¬ 
tantly their heritage, and also what I 
believe to be a way of life that should 
be preserved at all costs. It is my firm 
belief that any major enlargement of 
the Airport complex, (apart from reduc¬ 
ing the already tiny area of the island) 
will only ultimately serve to produce 
the "nasty commercialism" that we 
have grown to know in so many other 
parts of the world. 

As Miss Christian infers, I can only 
see this development turning the is¬ 
land into an "aerial gas station" and a 
duty free stop-off-point, and feel that 
the Federal Government must be made 
to realise that money isn't everything 
and that the present plans must be re¬ 
viewed in the interests of the Islanders, 
prospective tourists, and most impor¬ 
tantly, Norfolk itself - Let's not see 
one of the last good things in life 
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destroyed before our very eyes! 


Yours faithfully, 

G.C. Neilson, Turramurra, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

We have visited your wonderful Is¬ 
land and still speak of the natural 
peace and beauty, please do not let 
it be spoilt with a larger Airport, you 
have a small Island only 3 miles by 5. 
Why would you need a larger Airport? 
We agree with Miss K. Christian, don't 
let anyone spoil that paradise which is 
your home. 

Yours sincerely, 

D. Meyer, L. Meyer, W. Meyer 

Panania N,S. W, 


Sir, 

I have never had the good fortune to 
holiday on your island, but have heard 
from friends and acquaintances who 
have, how beautifully tranquil and 
"old world" it is, and I would there¬ 
fore like to state my opinion that it 
would be a terrible shame if the peace 
and harmony of the island were dis¬ 
turbed by the expansion of your air¬ 
port. ‘I feel, along with a growing 
number of people, that the world is 
becoming too commercialized and 
similar, no matter where you travel, 
and I feel we should do our utmost to 
preserve individual cultures and ways 
of life. It seems obvious to me that 
to use the island as a stopover for in¬ 
ternational airlines, will mean that 
the quiet, traditional way of life on 
your island will be disrupted, and the 
younger generation will be enticed to 
abandon the old ways for the seeming¬ 
ly exciting world of big cities and 
fast cars. As one who lives in a big 
city, I wish to sympathise with your 
cause and say that you are lucky to 
live where you do -- the big city isn't 
so exciting. 

Yours sincerely, 

Patricia Foertsch (Mrs.) Redfern 


Sir, 

I visited your island last year and was 
impressed by its isolation from the 
pressures of modern life - its beauty - 
and the relaxation one experiences 
while staying there. 

It would seem a great pity that any¬ 
one could wish for a larger airfield in 
such a small island. Much of its 
beauty would be eroded, the place 
would be overrun with tourists (bad 
enough not) and the whole character 
of the island spoilt. 

Surely it is not too late to halt "the 
march of progress" - and to leave one 
place of quiet in a hurrying world. 

Yours faithfully, 

Dorothy Counell, Roseville, N.S.W. 


June 27-Aug 18,198 0 


Sir, 

With reference to a letter from Miss 
K. L. Christian, published in "The 
Sydney Morning Herald" of 20th May, 
may I say that I support her 100%. 

I fell in love with Norfolk Island when 
I visited it, and cherish every memory 
of my time there, frequently looking 
at the slides I took and the postcards 
and books I purchased. It is, indeed, 
a "Paradise", and it sadly seems that 
every paradise is the target of a ser¬ 
pent (in this case the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment) which insinuates itself into 
the scene with destructive motives. 

To consider expanding the airport 
to accommodate larger jets seems 
incredibly wrong, in a 3 x 5 mile 
island which is available to the car¬ 
ing visitor to enjoy just as it is; an 
island which surely neither wants 
nor needs such an intrusion. To think 
of large scale earthworks and quarry¬ 
ing going on there is absolutely abhor¬ 
rent to me and, I am sure, to most 
other visitors who have revelled in 
the clean air and die peace of Nor¬ 
folk Island. God forbid that is should 
ever turn into a replica of the Gold 
Coast or other similar resort. 

It must NOT be defaced or degraded, 
but must stay as beautiful and peace¬ 
ful as it is - a unique place in which 
to relax and enjoy the glorious scen¬ 
ery and all the otoer things which 
make it what it is - a place I will 
always remember with joy and thank¬ 
fulness that I was privileged to visit. 

I am contacting everyone I know 
who has been to Norfolk Island, and 
asking them to write, so that the 
"sheer weight of public opinion" 
sought by Miss Christian will be forth¬ 
coming and, hopefully, will prevent 
the crime being perpetrated. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Mrs.)M. C. Butz, Willoughby 


Sir, 

I am writing in response to a letter 
published today in the Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald, from Miss K. L. Christian 
of N. I, re "Violation of paradise". 

My wife and myself have visited 
your lovely island, and were positive¬ 
ly enchanted with everything that we 
saw, and loved the uniqueness of it 
all. We doubt if there is any other 
place in the world to compare with 
it, and are dismayed to read of the 
proposals which Miss Christian 

enumerated. 

In our view, such "improvements" 
would destroy the entire character of 
the Island and we fully sympathize 
with the fears of the islanders. 

To this end, may we add our views 
to those of yours, in vehement pro¬ 
test of the proposed desecration of 
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your "paradise”. We hope that such 
an outrageous proposal will be aban¬ 
doned. 

Sincerely, 

K. Hawworth, Parramatta, N.S.W, 


Sir, 

Re letter to Editor, Sunday Mail, 
signed Karlene Christian: Subject, 
preservation, airport expansion. No, 
definitely not, now or ever. 

Two years ago I went to N. I. for a 
week's holiday and finished up stay¬ 
ing two weeks. In the first hour I was 
there 1 found you had a world of your 
own (serenity) and where people do 
have time to speak to one .another - 
not like the rat race here, a survival 
of the fittest. Our Gold Coast was 
once a working-man's holiday resort. 
But no more. 

The expansion of N.I. Airport was 
in the media several months ago to 
take 1 effect in about five years* time. 
T,A.A. or ANSETT would be die one 
to benefit from it, not for the benefit 
of the people of N.I. 

I will returii to N,l, again in die 
future. Until then, all the success 
in keeping your island of paradise 
as is. 

C.B. Dance 
Ipswich, Qld. 


Sir, 

Five years ago with my dearest 
friend, I spent a delightful holiday 
of 15 days. Norfolk Island is without 
doubt a "jewel". The scenery, the 
solitude, the people are magnificent, 
and so friendly. They make you feel 
that you must return to this beautiful 
island. Return, I did, with two friends 
only last month. I was happy to see 
that it hadn't changed, and, that Nor¬ 
folk is still the tranquil and most 
beautiful island in the whole of the 
Pacific Ocean. — 

Keep it that way... No clumsy jet 
planes, pollution and selfish tourists. 

I am only too happy to support your 
case along with my friends who are 
writing also. 

Good luck, fight your cause. I'm 
sure you will have a lot of supporters. 

Yours sincerely, 

Irene Whitford. Double Bay, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

As recent visitors to your beautiful 
island, we were very disturbed to read 
that there was a possibility of extend¬ 
ing your airport runway - and taking 
something from Norfolk forever. My 
wife and l iiave visited most Pacific 
Islands and we found die peace and 
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tranquility of Norfolk Island something 
never to be forgotten. 

I have discussed this matter with 5 
other friends who have visited Norfolk 
and without exception, all were of 
the same opinion. 1 trust that you 
. will all fight this proposed scheme 
and in so doing, will convince the 
powers that be that Norfolk's future 
lies in leaving Norfolk as it is today. 
Yours faithfully, 

W.R. Burns, Wellington N.Z. 


Sir, 

I strongly support the efforts of Kar¬ 
lene Christian in trying to retain die 
peace and beauty of Norfolk Island. 

1 feel the bigger airport, the larger 
planes that would be flying in, and 
the larger numbers of visitors would 
cause the island to become commer¬ 
cialised and would lose its natural 
appeal. There are many resorts of 
that type to cater for tourists looking 
for that sort of holiday, but far fewer 
places vfith the quiet beauty that Nor¬ 
folk offers, The serenity of St. Bar¬ 
nabas Chapel could only be violated 
by huge busloads of tourists trapsing 
through. I felt at peace with myself 
and the world sitting quietly in the 
pews there, and visited die church on 
quite a number of occasions. : 

My husband and I spent 10 days on 
Norfolk in May 1979, and we both 
remember it as the most restful, re¬ 
laxing and rejuvenating holiday we 
have ever had. 

Why anyone would risk ruining Nor¬ 
folk Island is beyond my comprehen¬ 
sion. 

Yours faithfully, 

Judith Zagami, Capalalea, Qld. 


Sir, 

Having been to your island a couple 
of years ago, I have read everything 
that I could about it. Now I see in 
the paper that the Government is 
thinking of extending airport runways 
for jets. Don't let them do it. 
Remember the mutiny and fight again 
if necessary. 

Sincerely, 

F. Carpenter; Titahi Bay, N.Z. 


Sir, • 

My daughter and I spent fw6 weeks 
holiday last October in your lovely 1 
Island. We entirely agree with 
Miss Karlene Christian and all she 
has to say about extending the run¬ 
way to take larger airplanes. 

Good luck and all the best to her 
in her campaign. 

Yours most sincerely, ! 

Mavis Clegg, Christchurch, N.Z. 


Sir, 

It was with dismay that I heard in 
our Radio New Zealand "Morning 
Report"* your appeal to New Zeal¬ 
anders to protest against the exten¬ 
sion of your airport runway to enable 
it to take wide-bodied jets. I agree 
with your feeling that a big upsurge 
in tourism cot;id, in various ways, 
cause great damage to the island's 
ecology and to the way of life of the 
community itself. 

Qn my recent second visit to Nor¬ 
folk Island I was impressed by the 
fact that, though there were signs 
of increasing tourism since my last 
visit, more motels, restaurants and 
shops - the friendly, helpful and 
patient service offered to shoppers 
and the timeless peace and beauty of 
the countryside had not been affected 
I did feel, however, that commercial¬ 
ism has gone far enough if the relaxed 
atmosphere, in which lies the Island’s 
appeal to Australian and New Zealand 
visitors, is to be maintained. 

Thus the thought of wide-bodied jets 
bearing hundreds of wide-bodied Tat 
cats" with wide-bodied purses, intent 
on bargain hunting and entertainment, 
is indeed distressing. 

The Pacific area already has its 
big cities and its island playgrounds 
with sophisticated amenities for those 
who desire the "bright lights" and 
hectic bargain shopping. 

It is said that the Islanders would ' 
benefit financially from a big upsurge 
in tourism. I imagine that there are 
some "big business" enterprises who 
would benefit more. It is to be hoped 
that the Australian government will 
treasure the unique character of the 
island and its people, and do its 
utmost to keep "Norfolk as it is." 

Yours faithfully, 

New Zealand Tourist 

Yours faithfully. 

New Zealand Tourist, Christchurch 


Sir, 

I was horrified to read ("Herald" 
20.5.80) Miss K.L. Christian's letter 
"Spoiling Norfolk Island" about the 
Federal Government's plans being 
made to expand the island's airport 
to enable large jet aeroplanes to land. 

The present type of aircraft are ade¬ 
quate for the island's needs and prep¬ 
aration for larger aircraft would 
further destroy more of the original 
beauty of the island, as was done 
during the last war when the historic a 
and famous Pine Avenue wks destroy¬ 
ed to make room for die present Air¬ 
port. 

Continued on Page 31 
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HETTAE! 


“here it is!” 

HEALTH FOOD SHOP 

in Burnt Pine 



♦ FRESHLY MADE SALADS 

♦ REFRESHING FRUIT DRINKS 

--a perfect lunch 
♦FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
--from Norfolk gardens 
♦GREEN & FLOWERING PLANTS 
--a thoughtful gift 


♦AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT'S GOOD: 
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ALL SO GOOD -- AND "HETTAE! *•' ■ 


ISAM) 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map • open & closing times 



Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 
It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restaurani 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 
























































LADIES’ CHRONOGRAPH 


1. TIME Displa y 2. CA LENDAR Disp lay 3. STOPWATCH Display 4. TIME n Display 
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CHRONO 100 


1. TIME Display (12H) 



2. TIME Display (24H) 



3. CALENDAR Display 
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4. STOPWATCH Display 



5. TIME H Display 
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a full range at 



CITIZEN WATCH SHOWROOM 

ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS PHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 
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| PA TON PLACE 
S may be out of town, but for the 
| discriminating buyer it is a "must”. 
I You will find interesting goods 
I such as; - 

I CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam - 
I elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs,/blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottQn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenits 

Continue along Taylor’s road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
l«15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
T ELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New Cascade Rd.: 9am-9pm 
Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm Sat., 

. 10am-12.00 and 3pm-6pm Sunday. 
Charge for 3 minutes; Sydney $3.75, 
Auckland $4. 68. There are only 
two radio circuits and sometimes 
delays occur. Calls can be booked 
in advance for a particular time. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm; Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Charge 50 a word. 
BOND STORE; (at Kingston) 10am- 
lpm and 2pm - 4pm, Mon-Friday. 
Branch store at the airport is open 
for passengers only at arrival and de¬ 
parture time, seven days a week. 
DOCTOR; (at N.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. ■ 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs. open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P,0 # or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Norfolk Souvenirs. 

ADMIN ; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45- 5pm. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5.30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING ; Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7.30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Bums Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8. 30-5pm Won. -Fri.; 9 - 12.30 
Saturdays, 10-12. 30 Sundays. 
EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ; Bumt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pmSat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Pacific 

hotel/motel limited 

norfolk's premier hotel 
telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood and meat smorgasbord, and dancing to ’‘Free¬ 
way**; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ousie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific’s Seafood Night and 
dancing to '’Freeway”; FRIDAY Scotty’s Quick Grill and 
dancing to ’’freeway”; SATURDAY dinner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty's Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make bookings before 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you’ll want to return. 




























BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL KIND YOUROWN "Best Buys” 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what thev told us: 


Norfolk S ouvenirs: 
our shop 


_ If people can find 

It’s hidden behind others - 


they’ll, find a lot of good buys; and we 
are open lunchtimes & Wed. afternoon" 


Prentice’s; "The gift of a lifetime 
genuine Parker .pens at about one- 
half Sydney price, $2 - $230." 


Prouds; "The famous Wedgwood ja>- 
perware, crystal;china, cufflinks etc 
-some well under { mainland price * 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: “Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines; 'We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir.- 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scene> - .Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.36 each or all 4 for $6/' 


The Trading Post: "We’re the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ, newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing,” 
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(OPPOSITE SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL) 
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Copies of “The Charter of May 8th, 1978 " 

ON MAY 8TH, 1978, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RECOGNISED 
NORFOLK ISLAND’S "SPECIAL SITUATION" AND THE "SPECIAL RE¬ 
LATIONSHIP" OF THE PITCAIRN PEOPLE WITh THE ISLAND, ITS 
TRADITIONS AND CULTURE. THE STATEMENT FORESHADOWED A 
"SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE OF SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE ISLAND." 
THERE WAS TO BE "CONSULTATION AND COLLABORATION WITH 
THE COMMUNITY", COPIES ON SALE AT ISLAND SHOPS - 50tf. 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 


EVERY EVENING BUT MONDAY 



I PAPERBACK BOOKS 

! GREETING CARDS 

PERSONAL STATIONERY 
| GIFT STATIONERY 

GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOl'NTIN G :FO.« M S 
AC COUNTING. SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK* ISLAND 

S T AT I ONE RS 
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CAMERALINES 
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Perfect exposures every time 


with the Minolta XG-9. 



The Minolta XG-9 raises the world of 
35mm SLR photography to a new peak 
of excellence. By combining elegance 
with simplicity and perfect results with 
ease of operation, the XG-9 is the perfect 
choice for any photographer whether 
beginner, intermediate, or advanced. 
Provided with both the XG-9’s Automatic 
Exposure Control and Manual Exposure 
Control, users have a wide latitude in 
creative approach and dramatic results. 
The XG-9’s total-information, bright 
viewfinder helps to visualize— and to 
capture— these creative photos, with ease. 

In addition to the accessories that 
have been specifically designed to mate 
with the XG-9, there is a full system of 
other optional accessories and over 40 
interchangeable lenses available. All-in- 
all, the XG-9 is an exceptional camera, 
you’ll feel at home with it from the moment 
you pick it up. The XG-9: it just naturally 
makes you a better photographer. 


The XG-9 is an exceptionally simple- 
to-operate automatic exposure SLR. You 
merely pre-select the aperture of your 
choice and the advanced electronic circuitry 
of the XG-9 takes over to deliver a perfect 
exposure every time by automatically 
setting the appropriate shutter speed. 

For portraiture, you merely select the 
XG-9 s Auto Exposure Control, focus, and 
compose your subject within the bright 
viewfinder You have the possibility of a 
wide-variety of portraits with the XG-9. 

Changing the f-number in the 
viewfinder by turning the camera’s 
aperture ring will adjust the depth-of- 
field for your portraits; thus you can blur 
either foreground or background, or 
have sharp focus all the way to the 
horizon. Confirming your chosen depth- 
of-field is simple: merely depress the 
depth-of-field preview button and you’ll 
see your portrait exactly as it s about to 
be recorded on film. 


you can 
depend on it 


its from 
Ckjanerd&f\es. 


















AGFA-GEVAERT 


The Norfolk Island 


SUN 

MON 

TUE 

WEEKLY 

WED 

■ Church services 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■Film (RSL) 

■Historic photos (Lions 2 -4pm) 

■Film (Nik) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 

• BBQ/Film (Cw/7pm) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■ C’dant's Din (G) 

■Film (MRT8pm) 


NOTABLE ANNIVERSARIES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE 


July 1st, 1914: By Order-in-Council, England placed Norfolk under the authority of Australia. 
The Norfolk Island Act 1913 came into effect. Norfolk remained a "separate and distinct set¬ 
tlement", however, and nothing was done to annex it to Australia. According to distinguished 
legal opinions, this would require an Act by the British Parliament. 

July 9th, 1856; England's Secretary of State for the Colonies, Henry Labouchere, wrote to 
Sir W illiam Denison, Governor of N*S e W, c who had carried out a plan to give all of Norfolk’s 
land to the Pitcairners, saying "I entirely approve. You have carried out the wishes of H,M, 
Government," Denison went back on the agreement with the Pitcaime'rs, however, commen¬ 
cing a long-standing dispute over the ownership of the Island. 

July 18th, 1935: Australian authorities put into force the Norfolk Island Printers and News¬ 
papers Ordinance, which forbid anyone to publish a newspaper without the approval of the Ad¬ 
ministrator. The Island’s only newspaper was promptly shut down. Press censorship continued 
on the Island until the law was repealed in 1964. 

July 25th, 1828; All the laws that applied in England on this date still apply in Norfolk Island, 
unless they have been replaced by laws passed on or after December 23rd, 1913. 

August 13th, 1806; Captain Bligh became Governor of New South Wales, succeeding Philip 
Gidley King, who had led the first colonisation of Norfolk. At the time no one knew what had 
become of Fletcher Christian and his shipmates who had mutinied against Bligh on the "Bounty" 
in 1789. The thriving little settlement on Pitcairn had not yet been discovered by the outstide 
world. 
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CALENDAR 


EVENTS 


THUR 


■Housie (LC) 
•Srn’b'd (SP) 
■Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary (VV 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


FRI 


I RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

I Film (MRT 8. 00) 
ISeafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


SAT 


ISDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 


June 28 


30 
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August ^ 2 

7 8 9 
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LOCATIONS 

A -N.I. Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BH -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
Cwy -Castaway Hotel 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestT't 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
PH -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. Hall 
SP -South Pacific Hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simons Water 
VV -Valley View RestT't 
YC -Youth Centre 
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-CAMERALINES- 

MINOLTA HI-MATIC AF 



Here’s an amazingly versatile new 
from Minolta in the popular 
Hi-matic series that automatically 
focuses on the subject matter All you 
have to do, literally, is point-and-shoot: 
everything else is done automatically. 
The Hi-matic AF’s automatic systems 
insure absolutely perfect focusing, 
precise exposure settings, and stunning 
photographs, with or without the conve¬ 
nient built-in, pop-up electronic flash. 


Auto Focusing means you don’t have to 
worry about distances anymore. Because 
you won t have to make manual focal 
adjustments, you won t miss a crucial 
moment...a subject-in-motion...a fleeting 
expression. And, best of all, the Minolta 
Hi-matic AF completely eliminates 
human error in selecting distance, 
aperture or shutter speed. Auto Focus. 
Auto Exposure. Auto Flash. The results: 
perfectly-focused and exposed photo¬ 
graphs, day or night. Everytime. 




you can 
depend on it 
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5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you'll 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1200 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 500 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
300 Australians and 300 New Zealand¬ 
ers who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to slightly over half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of rhe youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
'work permits” to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct race, have their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders” quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk's public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports; from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $12 o, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hdspical, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected and posted here 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia's system of social wel¬ 
fare benefits does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after Its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Nqrfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological* 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting ■ 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of die cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia's 
colonial history. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a. by-gone 
era in the Island's history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated *[ith more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more to be put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books* to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing (the mill-pond 
and mill' ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a roan-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners' three-storey gaol 






building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ing?, but die gaol was an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island's roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners* com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: COLONY STATUS 

Legally Norfolk is not "an Austra¬ 
lian territory" but Is "a territory un¬ 
der the authority of Australia". 

The distinction, recognised by 
Australia, emphasises die fact that 
the Island has never been ceded to, 
or annexed by, Australia, and re¬ 
mains a distinct and separate set- 
lement of the British Common¬ 
wealth. 

Australia uses its authority to 
govern the Island as a colony. The 
responsible Australian Cabinet Min¬ 
ister explained to the Norfolk Coun¬ 
cil in March, 1979, "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

Between 1975 and 1979, this un¬ 
satisfactory situation was examined 
and debated at length. The Aust¬ 
ralian Government acknowledged 
in 1975 that the Island's form of ad¬ 
ministration was "outmoded and in¬ 
appropriate", and set up a one- 
man Royal Commission to examine 
the subject fully, and make recom¬ 
mendations for bringing Norfolk's 
government into the 20th century. 

The Commissioner, Sir John Nim- 
mo, heard evidence from many 
residents and Australian Govern¬ 
ment departments. The evidence 
was summed up by the senior coun¬ 
sel assisting the Commission early 
in 1976. He said that the people 
of the Island wanted mainly to be 
left alone, with the right to manage 
their own internal affairs. He recom¬ 
mended that this be arranged over 
a five-year transition period, at the 
end of which Norfolk would have 
democratic local government and 
its own member in the Australian 
Parliament. Australia would retain 
full power over international mat¬ 
ters - foreign affairs, banking, etc. 

The senior counsel said that if the 
Commissioner were uncertain about 
what the Island wanted, a referen¬ 
dum could readily be held, choos¬ 
ing among the alternatives of inde¬ 
pendence, integration into Aust¬ 


ralia, or local self-government in 
continued close association with 
Australia. 

When the Nimmo Report appear¬ 
ed at the end of 1976, it stunned and 
dismayed the Island. Sir John Nim¬ 
mo said the people of the Island 
were divided and confused, and that 
no referendum should be allowed. 

His recommendations amounted to 
complete forced integration into 
Australia, with Norfolk tacked on¬ 
to the electorate of Canberra. 

The Nimmo Report was quickly 
shown by Norfolk Councillors to con¬ 
tain fundamental errors of account¬ 
ing and historical fact. They called 
for an independent economic study 
to see how the Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions might damage the Island, but 
the Government refused to allow the 
study. Councillors called for a 
referendum, but the Government re¬ 
fused on the ground that it would be 
"too costly and time-consuming". 

A group of Pitcairn descendants 
canvassed the Island, asking all 
electors to sign solemn declarations 
on whether they wanted Norfolk to 
become part of Australia. Over two- 
thirds of the electors declared that 
they wanted the Island to remain 
separate and distinct. The signed 
declarations were presented to the 
Australian Government Minister re¬ 
sponsible for administering the Isl¬ 
and. He said they were "totally, 
utterly and completely valueless". 

As the only elected representat¬ 
ives of the people, Norfolk’s Coun¬ 
cillors appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in February, 1977 for protec¬ 
tion against being forced into Aust¬ 
ralia. The appeal was not heard 
by the U. N., but the depth of feel¬ 
ing on the Island made Australia 
hesitate, and the main Nimmo 
recommendations were not put into 
effect. Councillors who had led 
the fight to prevent Australia's tak¬ 
ing over the Island were re-elected 
by heavy majorities in the election 
the following year. 

In May, 1978, the Island's new 
Australian Minister, Mr. R.J. Elli- 
cott, informed the Council that 
Norfolk's laws, social welfare sys¬ 
tem and taxes did not have to be 
the same as those of Australia. He 
later introduced a new Norfolk Island 
Bill into the Australian Parliament, 
which passed it in May, 1979. The Isl¬ 
and's reaction to the Bill was strong¬ 
ly critical, and the Councillors vo¬ 
ted unanimously that it was unaccept¬ 
able. 

In last-minute negotiations with 
Mr. Ellicott, the Councillors tried 
to have some of the Bill's most ob¬ 
jectionable features changed. These 


included Australia’s power to tax 
without representation; the exclu¬ 
sion of any surrounding waters from 
Norfolk's control^ Australia's ability 
to veto any law that might be made 
on the Island; and the continuation 
of an appointed Australian Adminis¬ 
trator as the head of the Island's gov¬ 
ernment. 

Councillors asked Mr. Ellicott 
if the Bill could be amended to in¬ 
clude, in its preamble, an expres¬ 
sion that it was desirable for the 
people to be governed with their 
consent. Mr. Ellicott said such a 
statement was not acceptable to the 
Australian Government. 

5: THE FUTURE 

The new form of government 
laid down by Australia in 1979 in¬ 
cludes a Legislative Assembly, lo¬ 
cally elected, which can initiate 
laws on a wide range of matters. 

But these are subject to cancella¬ 
tion by Australia* 

In its Norfolk Island Act 1979 
Australia defined Norfolk to in¬ 
clude only land and rocks, thus 
seeming to strip the Island of its 
surrounding waters. Australia has 
said it will regard Norfolk’s 200- 
mile ocean zone as belonging to 
Australia. Whether Australia will 
keep the benefits from the zone, 
or allow them to flow to the Isl¬ 
and, is not yet clear, and may be 
the subject of dispute. 

The first Legislative Assembly took 
office in August, 1979. In its early 
months there were indications that 
Australia was willing to let it take 
a major role in governing Norfolk, 
with little interference from Can¬ 
berra. 

Under the Assembly the Island’s 
cost of government promptly began 
to escalate. A $390, 000 deficit bud¬ 
get, the largest in Norfolk's history, 
concerned many residents. Despite 
the Island’s conservative traditions, 
the Assembly has not yet been pre¬ 
pared either to reduce costs or to 
introduce new taxes - but one or 
both will be necessary if Norfolk is 
to go on paying its own way, and 
preserve its debt-free status. 

Norfolk's future will depend im¬ 
portantly on the Assembly’s poli¬ 
cies and on the degree to which the 
fledgling "parliament" is supported 
by the people of the Island. Many 
of them want Norfolk to retain its 
distinctive, unsophisticated (some 
might say out-of-date) ways. But 
there are pressures for increasing Aus- 
tralianisation of the place - which 
some residents regard as inevitable 
and desirable progress. 
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THE ISLAND’S NEWEST HOTEL - IN A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN SETTING 
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^ t SOFT STEREO MUSIC FOR YOUR 
' DINING AND DANCING PLEASURE 


la ji ENSIVE A LA CARTE MENU 


VELY DINING ROOM 


me 


YOUR FAVOURITE COCKTAILS 
t ' FINE CELLAR OF IMPORTED WINES 

", k 


me 


OPEN EVERY NIGHT BUT THURSDAYS PLEASE RING 2255 FOR BOOKING 

Eddie Lloyd, Manager 



WYSTAN* 
PACIFIC rst, 
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fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and coven these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk bland 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 


AT NORFOLK SHOPS ONLY *4 
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•s A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO i 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office ; ; / [ 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE. Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 


3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 

6 NORFOLK ISLAND GOLF CLUB — visitors welcome 

7 CINEMAS: Rawson Hall and Mission Rd. Theatrette 
8HOSP1TALAND DENTAL SURGERY 

9 O. T. C. — International phone calls, telegrams 

(g)HISTORIC RUINS of early Norfolk settlements 

★ The Trading Post 


ANSON BAY 



STEELS POINT 


HEADSTONE 


ROCKY POINT 


COLLINS HEAD 


POINT ROSS 


EMILY BAY' 


POINT HUNTER 


All roads lead to the complete holiday nini-nart 


TkAUNC MJ$T 

Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 

-- - . ’ ■' "'t 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread*. .eggs** .tejU | 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods. • .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and * heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks...biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines.^*batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet • 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapers.. .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. /olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. ..picnic supplies.. .games.. .artists* requisites.. .gourmet foods,..sliced luncheon meats.. .fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 






Letters 


Continued from Page 18 

Having arrived on Norfolk in 1925 
with my family and three relatives 
(where two of my children were born), 
we lived in what then was known as 
H The Paradise of the Pacific", and 
"Where Sunshine Spends the Winter", 
and for nine years enjoyed the charm 
and beauty and peacefulness and the 
hospitality of its people. 

To further destroy this heritage given 
to the Islanders by their forefathers 
would be sacriligious. 

NORFOLK ISLANDERS - ARISE! 

DEMAND A REFERENDUM! 

B.W. Baldwin 

P. S. Berilie Baldwin, the Pollards, 
HurlstoneSj Hogarths lived on the pro¬ 
perty where now the Summerscales (?) 
live. I was the first motor car import¬ 
er (from Canade) being the Ford Dealer 
introducing the "Model A" car. At 
cascades the first aeroplane (Gypsy 
Moth) landed from N.Z„ Francis Chi¬ 
chester, later Sir, flew his plane over 
iny property. 


Sir, 

My family and I have just read in . 
Wellington’s leading newspaper of the 
suggestion by some people to upgrade 
your airport to "jet status". Sir, we 
are alarmed that such a gem of an 
island should be a stopping over place 
for thousands of tourists. We visited 
Norfolk as a family of 4 in 1973, and 
we think that to leave Lie island as is, 
is the way it should be. 

You have too much beautiful park¬ 
like lands that would be ruined by 
making the island into an overgrown 
aircraft carrier. Please add our names 
to any petition against this. 

Yours faithfully, 

Angela, Christopher, Mary and 
Baden Biggs, Wellington, N, Z. 


Sir. 

Having read the article in the Well¬ 
ington Evening Post dated 20.5.80 
about the plans to extend the airstrip 
at Norfolk Island, I write to express my 
sorrow and dismay at such a proposal. 

I saw the avenue of Norfolk pines 
before the majority of them were 
felled to make way for the airstrip, 
and although saddened at the felling 
of the pines, I accepted that as nec¬ 
essary in view of wartime circumstan¬ 
ces, in order that Norfolk, New Zea¬ 
land and other South Pacific islands 
might "live" on as free islands. 


To extend the airstrip will, no doubt, 
mean the felling of the few remain¬ 
ing pines of the once beautiful and 
spectacular avenue, and have its 
effect in so far as earthworks are con¬ 
cerned, on other of the island beauty 
spots. The end result, if the proposal 
proceeds may well be that Norfolk 
Island would "die". 

I visited Norfolk Island at various times 
during the war and was so impressed with 
its beauty that many years later I re¬ 
visited the island, this time with my 
wife in order to show her its beauties 
which I had extolled over the years. 

Surely a decision as ter the necessity 
of die airstrip extension is a decision 
for the majority vote of Norfolk resi¬ 
dents and then only after fullest consi¬ 
deration of the far-reaching implica¬ 
tions and effects of the proposal. It 
would indeed be galling for Norfolk 
Islanders should a decision be made by 
far away hard-headed politicians and 
biased business interests, whose sole 
concern would be political and mone¬ 
tary gain, with scant respect for the 
Islanders themselves. 

I would plead that Norfolk Island be 
not despoiled further by action such 
as that suggested. 

Such is the love of my wife and myself 
for Norfolk, that we hope to visit it 
again. 

Yours faithfully, 

R. Thompson, Wellington, N.Z. 


Sir, 

I was most interested in Miss K. L. 
Christian’s letter in the Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald yesterday. I could not 
agree more with the sentiments expres¬ 
sed therein. 

Unless Norfolk Island is careful, the 
goose that lays the golden egg will be 
killed. The greed of commercialism 
knows no restraints. 

I thought the case that I argued for a 
limitation of tourist numbers in my 
Report to the Australian Government 
"Long Term Population Study of Nor¬ 
folk Island" was sufficiently convincing. 
Nothing has happened in the last six 
years 1974 - 80, to make its recommen¬ 
dations out-of-date, but already 1980 
projections of 18, 500 tourists have been 
exceeded by 33 and 1/3$. 

My support for your efforts to prevent 
the island becoming nothing but a per¬ 
manent aircraft carrier! 

Sincerely, 

G.J. Butland, Coff’s harbour 


Sir, 

I wish to add my protest to the 
proposed expansion of the airport at 
your delightful haven. 

The charm of your Island is in the 
peaceful surroundings and the even 


tenor of the ways of the people there. 

The presently controlled number of 
visitors seem to fit into the way of 
life existing there. A larger number 
would certainly spoil the place. 

I have spent a delightful holiday 
on Norfolk and am looking forward 
to another very shortly. 

I should certainly not go there if 
it becomes another Fiji, or like com¬ 
mercial place. 

Long live Norfolk Island the way 
it is! 

Fight the Good Fight - many New 
Zealanders are with you. 

Yours sincerely. 

F. Sanvig, Lower Hutt, N* Z, 


Sir. 

I wish to join with Miss K.L. Chris¬ 
tian (Letters to the Editor, Sydney Morn¬ 
ing Herald 20/5/80) in protesting 
against any proposal to "Violate the 
Paradise" of Norfolk Island. 

As a member of die Staff of die 
Department of Main Roads N.S. W,, 
in 1943 I saw those magnificent Nor¬ 
folk Island pines resist the bulldozer 
as Pine Avenue was made into an 
airstrip. 

It took me over 28 years to return 
for a holiday to the Island Paradise 
with my wife and two friends and we 
really had a wonderful time which 
was unspoiled by the hustle and bustle 
of other Pacific Islands, now over- 
commercialised. 

I hope to come back again soon and 
see the Paradise that is Norfolk Island 
and try to find the spot where the 
home called "Hollow Log" once stood. 

The Canberra bureaucrats mentioned 
by Miss Christian are so insulated down 
in their own little "Alley" that they 
couldn’t care less about Norfolk Is¬ 
land and what might happen to it. 

I support fully your attempts to stop 
any further desecration of Norfolk 
Island with larger airstrips. 

Yours faithfully, 

A.R.S. Clarke, Cronulla, N.S.W. 


Sir, 

In answer to Miss Christian re the 
"Violation of Paradise", we whole¬ 
heartedly support the protest. In 
March of this year as members of 
"Federation First Fleeters", we were 
treated to a wonderful holiday and 
the utmost friendship from the local 
folk. Never let the airways infringe 
any further. Keep the island always 
as a sane and happy retreat where 
people can live and walk around in 
peace and safety. 

To have visited Norfolk and met the 
descendants of the pioneers and all 
the happy people who make a wonder- 
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ful community, was indeed a great 
pleasure. 

Sincerely and with fond memories 
and thanks, 

A & D Me Lachlan, Cronulla 
Sir, ** 

I wish to voice ray protest against the 
over-development of Norfolk Island. I 
believe that this would be a terrible 
mistake. I had a very enjoyable holi¬ 
day there a few years ago, which was 
recommended to me by.fellow N.Z. ers 
as a haven. I am aware also that many 
Australians go there many many times 
for the peace and tranquility of your 
island. 

One has only to cite Honolulu as an 
example of what can happen to a small 
island that is over-developed. 

I think Miss Christian has given some 
my good reasons in support of the 
protest and I hope it will be recognised 
and acted upon 

! will be returning to N.I. in the near 
Future and trust that it will be the same. 

Yours faithfully, 

A. Potts, Wellington, N,Z, 


Sit, 

My husband and I are amongst those 
who have been so fortunate as to spend 
a delightful, relaxed and peaceful holi¬ 
day in Norfolk Island. We are in com¬ 
plete accord with the urgent desire of 
the Island’s population to have it remain 
the beautiful, unspoiled oasis that it is. 
This will certainly not be possible if 
large jet aeroplanes are allowed to oper¬ 
ate to Norfolk Island. 

We have seen, over and over again, 
the despoliation caused to peaceful 
beauty spots by so-called progress, and 
protest most vehemently to such a fate 
for this tiny haven. 

There is no doubt that man, in his 
greedy commercialism, is steadily 
destroying his once-beautiful environ¬ 
ment, and no place on earth, it seems, 
is safe from his depredations. 

Leave Norfolk Island alone; leave its 
population to enjoy their homeland in 
peace, and leave one place where 
the visitor can enjoy quiet pleasure and 
obtain respite from the frantic pursuit 
of spurious excitement constantly 
being forced upon us by the mad chase 
after the dollar. 

Yours faithfully, 

E.H. &J. L. Edwards, Collaroy 


Sir, 

After reading the letter from Miss 
K. L, Christian in the Sydney Morning 
Herald of 20th May 1980, we wish to 
add our protest to the idea of enlarg¬ 
ing the aerodrome to carry larger 
planes. 

As two-time visitors to your lovely 


island, we feel thai such a seep wouid 
spoil the island in too many ways to 
be justified on any grounds. 

By all means direct your advertising 
towards younger visitors if you wish, 
but do not, I beg, try to increase the 
numbers over the present limits. If 
you do, you will finish up with another 
concrete jungle. Your best advertis¬ 
ing medium is word-of-mouth, and 
we are keen salesmen for you in this 
way. 

Good luck with your campaign to keep 
the airport as it is. You can be assured 
of our support in any way possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

Doris New lands, Cremome, N.S. W. 


Sir, 

In January 1980, my wife and I 
spent nine days on Norfolk Island for 
our honeymoon. 

The beautiful setting and basically 
unspoiled nature of your island (in 
spite of poor weather during our stay) 
will remain in our memories always. 

We heartily agree with Miss K. Chris¬ 
tian # s sentiments expressed in the 
’‘Sunday Morning Herald” of today’s 
date and only hope that the island will 
retain its charm and tranquility. 

Our only regret was that we could¬ 
n’t spend more time on Norfolk and 
get to know the people better. 

Yours faithfully, 

Damon & Jennifer Back, Lane Cove 


Sir, 

I was in my early 30*s when my hus¬ 
band and 1 visited Norfolk, so I can 
easily say how much it appealed to 
my age group. There were quite 
enough couples for us to team up with 
of our own age group, and we had a 
marvellous time. It was great to be 
able to set our own- pace of activities. 

I have wandered over a great deal 
of the world and I really feel that 
Norfolk has something rare and spe¬ 
cial to offer everyone. I am waiting 
for the opportunity to return with my 
children in the not too distant future. 
We have recommended the Island to 
3 of our friends, and all have enjoyed 
themselves as much as we did. 

I hope that your activities can halt - 
at least, delay - the advance of high 
speed travel. For anything to change 
on the Island would be an enormous 
shame. 1 follow the media coverage 
you receive with great interest. The 
Island is so near perfection, that I 
would hate anything to change. I 
would love to live there. 

Thank you for allowing me the op¬ 
portunity to say how much we love 
the Island as it is. 

Yours truly. 

Anne van Kernebeek, North Ryde 
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Sir, 

I would like to add my voice to the 
protest at the extension to the airport, 
on Norfolk Island. 

Norfolk Island is such a beautiful 
island and the people are so wonder¬ 
ful that it would be nothing short of 
a tragedy to see it all overrun by the 
pollution and noise of larger aircraft. 
This is to say nothing of the sheer 
fact that too many people would up¬ 
set the balance. 

We hope to return to your enticing 
island - unspoilt! 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. L.M. Walker, Oatley 


Sir, 

I read in this morning’s paper Miss 
Christian’s letter protesting the expan¬ 
sion of the aerodrome to allow the big 
jet planes to land there. I protest 
most strongly. To my mind, Norfolk 
Island is the most perfect place. I 
spent a very happy fortnight there last 
year, and wished that 1 could have 
stayed longer. 1 would hate to see 
it altered. 

I hope you will have success with 
your protest. 

Yours sincerely, 

Marjorie Dowling, Toowoomba Qld. 


Sir, 

I had the pleasure of visiting Norfolk 
Island a few years ago with my hus¬ 
band, who helped the Islanders to 
start their Agricultural Show. 

The Island has a charm all its own, 
which I trust will not be spoilt by 
huge jet planes and hoards of people. 
Where else do horses and cattle have 
the "right of way”? 

I do hope that you can persuade 
Canberra to leave lovely little Nor¬ 
folk Island as it is. 

Sincerely, 

Jean McIntosh, Berry, N.S.W. 


Sir. 

After reading a letter in the Sydney. 
Morning Herald yesterday, written by 
Miss K. L, Christian, I was dismayed 
to realize that the Federal Govern¬ 
ment intends to expand Norfolk Is¬ 
land's airport to take large jet planes. 

In the first place, land is too pre¬ 
cious on Norfolk Island to waste in 
this manner, but more importantly, 
you do not want the noise and pol¬ 
lution of such aircraft. 

Some powerful company is probably 
using pressure so that they can make 
some more precious dollars”. 

After having spent a delightful holi¬ 
day on Norfolk in 1975, I could think 
of nothing worse than spoiling this 
little bit of heaven. 

I wish to add my protest to the many 
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you must be receiving. 

Yours sincerely, 

t^s.^E^rp^y May, Pennant Hills*. 

■ dr, ' 

I wish to add my voice to .the pro¬ 
test in reference to the building of a 
larger airport capable of accommodat 
ing jet planes on Norfolk Island. 

The Island is truly a'"Patadise" 
where one can get away from the noise 
and pollution of civilization. There 
are so few places in. the worlcj that 
have not been commercialised^ there¬ 
by losing the charm for the thinking 
tourist who does not want noise and 
pollution, but a peaceful, restful and 
relaxed holiday. If more tourists 
were crowded on to the Island, it 
would lose its old world charm. 

Larger planes would bring more tour¬ 
ists, more larger accommodation ho¬ 
tels, and so spoil the natural charm 
of Norfolk Island. 

I do hope that you will be able to 
stop this expansion which is being 
planned. May Norfolk Island remain 
the peaceful, quiet place that all pre¬ 
vious visitors remember. I treasure 
memories of past relaxing holidays. 

Yours truly. 

Iris Wilder, Balmoral Beach N.S.W, 


Sir, 

I also would like to see your Island 
stay as it is. 

It is the first Holiday my husband 
and I have ever had. 

We hope to return one day and bring 
our children with us. 

Mrs. N,C* Peggott, Quirindi, 

N.S.W. 


Sir, 

I must add my voice to the protest 
to expand Norfolk Island airport. My 
husband and I (we're in our 40's) holi¬ 
dayed on your beautiful Island in July 
of *78. It rained a lot of the time, 
but with the island so unspoilt, there 
was plenty to do and see. We will be 
back to see it in summertime. Its 
charm would be absolutely ruined if 
high-powered tourism got a hold. It 
is the very quaintness and relaxed at¬ 
mosphere that speaks so much. 

There are enough other places if one 
wants the bright lights and frantic 
pace, but few could equal your his¬ 
tory and friendly atmosphere. Where 
else could the cows have place of 
honour?... 

If everything is enlarged, and more 
tourists come, all will be lost in a 
commercial jungle. 

We say, please don't let anyone 
spoil it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kay Norman, Wellington, N„Z. 
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Sir, 

I was last on Norfolk in March, a^d 
it is the last of the beautiful Pacific 
islands which has so far not been ex¬ 
ploited. 

It seems to me that the present 24, 000 
is enough and that the present aero¬ 
planes can cope with this. Frequency 
of service relieves isolation and allows 
for shorter stays and must be more con¬ 
venient for the residents. 

Enough beautiful Norfolk Island pines 
have been hacked off to allow larger 
planes - please, no more. 

With the bigger aircraft will come 
over-commercialism and pseudo duty 
free prices. The charm of the Island 
is the friendly atmosphere where visitors 
can meet the people. Open it up and 
this would vanish. 

Wishing your lovely people all the 
support they deserve. 

Yours faithfully, 

K 0 E. Cook, Pt. Vernon, Qld. 


Sir, 

It was with some considerable disgust 
and dismay that I read in this morning’s 
"Dominion" newspaper of the proposed 
violation of Norfolk Island in the extend¬ 
ing of the Island's Airport to enable 
larger planes to land on your beautiful 
Island. 

having spent a wonderful three weeks 
holiday at Norfolk and fully appreciat¬ 
ed conditions and the tranquility which 
is unique there, I think that for unthink¬ 
ing authorities to even contemplate 
such changes is little short of criminal. 

It is my own opinion, as well as hun¬ 
dreds of other New Zealandees who have 
enjoyed a stay at Norfolk Island, that 
any such moves should be resisted at 
all costs. 

Would you please add my protest to 
those of hundreds of others that you 
will no doubt receive, concerning this 
important matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

M.J. Lamboum, Petone, N„Z. 


Sir, 

I refer to the letter in the "Sydney 
Morning Herald" from Miss K. L, 
Christian dated May 5, entitled 
"Spoiling Norfolk Island". 

As one who has spent two delightful 
holidays on N. I # , totalling u weeks, 

I certainly support Miss Christian's 
sentiments. And to 'get away from 
it all' here in Sydney, I hope to visit 
your Island again in 1982. 

As the writer of the article says, "It 
is plain that sheer weight of public 
opinion is all that will penetrate the 
thick grey matter in Canberra", and I 
would willingly join myself to this 
weight of public opinion in order to 
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endeavour to keep your Island one of 
peaceful tranquility^ $ 

Iha ve.been able to persuade * number 
of people to go to Norfolk Island, all 
because of this very attribute of peace - 
and they have all found it to be very 
true. I have said to people over and 
over again, "How wonderful it is to 
go and see Captain Cook’s Memorial, 
or lie on Anson Bay Beach knowing 
that you won’t be disturbed by the 
milling multitudes". 

Why, oh why can’t the government 
realize that some people DO want a 
lovely restful holiday on a peaceful, 
but friendly, island - and those who 
don’t realize that they want it; are 
most likely the ones that need it. As 
you say, the answer lies in the fact 
of a "commercial interest" and that 
alone. 

Yes, I certainly would protest at 
this attempt on a ’violation of Para¬ 
dise* and will be most grateful for you 
to record this protest in my loudest 
voice! 

Yours faithfully, 

Marie Morris, Pennant Hills 


Sir, 

I understand that the Federal Govern - 
nebt is considering the extension of 
the airfield on Norfolk Island to per¬ 
mit the landing of much larger air¬ 
craft on the Island service. 

As one who treasures the memories 
of an idyllic holiday spent there, I 
am deeply concerned at the implicatio 
tions of this proposal. While I have 
wasted no opportunity to influence my 
friends to avail themselves, of the de- ' 
lights of a Norfolk vacation, I would 
be horrified if any large increase in 
the number of visitors occurred. 

The necessity to cater for such an 
increase in tourism and die establish¬ 
ment of amenities alien to the natur¬ 
al existence on the Island would ruin 
the charm of the type of vacation pre¬ 
sently enjoyed by your visitors. 

Moreover, I do not consider that any 
extension of facilities is necessary to 
attract tourists from the younger age 
brackets. Although undoubtedly now 
in the senior section of the population, 
I feel that I have retained sufficient 
contact with the younger generation 
to know that they would be rewarded 
amply by a visit to Norfolk Island 
under present conditions. 

1 earnestly hope that the Islanders 
and their Council ate able to prepare 
a concerted (and successful) protest 
against the possibility of such a pro¬ 
posal ever eventuating. 

You have my strongest support. 

Yours, 

R. L. Rushbrooke, Avalon Beach. 
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A BACKWARD GLANCE AT SOME OF "THE NEWS" FROM 1975 TO 1980 


Five Years of Ups and Downs on Norfolk 


THE FIRST isSUE of the Norfolk Isl¬ 
and News was scheduled to come out 
on May 26th, 1975. It did - just 
barely. The final copy of that issue 
is nailed to one of the roof beams in 
the News office. It's signed by the 
crew of four who were still on hand 
when the last copy was finished, and 
with their names is the date and time 
— 26/5 - 7.19am. 

Working through the night had been 
necessary because a small wire had 
broken, the day before, throwing 
everything off schedule. In a col¬ 
umn called H Dar$ Norfolk" the fol¬ 
lowing week, the story was recounted. 
Here’s how it went: 


how to find a wire 

As the first issue of the "News" began 
going to press a week ago, a small part 
broke on the only "typesetting" mach¬ 
ine. It was just a stiff, springy wire 
about ten inches long and about the 
thickness of sewing cotton. Without it, 
though --no newspaper. 

At 10.45 Saturday morning we set out 
to find a similar bit of wire. 

First the obvious places — Irvine’s 
and T. H. E. Nothing remotely like it. 
’But try Bruce McKenzie," said one. 

So off to Bruce’s place. He was just 
driving into his drive, looked at the 
broken wire, and said "nothing like it. 
Put try Gary Ryan. He’s at the OTC, 
his green Alpha’s outside if you hurry." 
So to the OTC. Gary said the bit was 
like micro-chrome wire (or something) 
and that he didn’t think there would be 
any on the island. "But let’s ask Brook- 
sy." John Brooksbank, head of the OTC 
office, scowled at the wire for a min¬ 
ute, thinking, and said "nothing like 
it." But they said, try Ralph Holloway. 
Or try Leo Nola at Burns Philp -- "He’s 
got all kinds of boxes of things, out the 
back of the shop." 

At BP’s Leo was tying price tags on 
six straw baskets, and he continued 
doing that, and grunting around the 
stub of a cigar, while he thought about 
the wire. Then he headed for a whirl¬ 
wind chase through those "boxes out 
the back." He came close a few times, 
but just couldn’t match the wire. 

On the way to Holloway’s Phil Page 
was walking out of BP’s and we talked 
with him. His mind ranged over var¬ 
ious possibilities, and he said "Try 
Don Reynolds. It’s a little like a 
guitar string. Or if you could find an 


old piano, maybe a piano string." 

So to Holloways, but Ralph said 
"nothing like it." He suggested sever¬ 
al people to try. 

Don Reynolds had left the Milk Bar, 
and before heading for his house we 
stopped at Frank Watson's. "How’s 
your improvising ability today?" we 
asked. 

"Pretty good, " said Frank, and we 
showed him the wire. Frank talked to 
himself for a little bit, going through 
various mental filing cabinets. 

"It’s kind of like the strands of Bow¬ 
den wire," he said, walking to a corner 
of his garage where, known only to the 
Creator and to Frank, many strange 
bits and pieces are arranged casually on 
top of one another, in chronological 
order of having been tossed there. One 
was a snarl of Bowden wire. It is thick 
and flexible, not thin and stiff. 

"If you unravel it, you'll find the in¬ 
dividual strands are springy and stiff, 
but they’ll be full of kinks. If you can 
draw them over a hard edge of steel, 
maybe you can get the kinks out, " 
said Frank. He chopped off about two 
feet of it with a hammer, and Landed 
it over. 

We went back to the "News" office, 
drew a strand over a steel edge, and the 
kinks came out. The President of IBM 
wouldn’t have been able to tell it from 
the proper replacement part, which 
probably has to come from New York 
City and probably costs $89.73 plus 
shipping. 

And that’s how there was a "News" 
last week. Thanks, Frank — and every¬ 
body else who dropped what they were 
doing, and worried about an odd bit of 
wire on a Saturday morning. 


QANTAS GETS A 20 
PER CENT FARE RISE 

(From The News of 1 Sept, 1975) 

QANTAS FARES went up 20 °]c last 
Tuesday. 

A return fare to Sydney is now $188.20, 
up from $156.80. 

About 25 residents who held unused 
tickets bought before the fare increase 
will be able to use them withou- added 
cost if they leave for Sydney by Sept¬ 
ember 24th. 

Passengers who hold one half of a 
return ticket will be able to make the 


return trip without added cost until 
late August next year. 


Royal 

Commission 

(From an editorial in The News 
of 7 July. 1975) 

THE FOURTH ROYAL COMMISSION 
into Norfolk Island affairs begins sit¬ 
ting today at Kingston. 

It has been staffed by people of 
outstanding qualifications. It will 
gather evidence for as long as inter¬ 
ested individuals wish to present 
evidenc. 

Those who live on Norfolk --as 
well as several thousand people else¬ 
where in the world who care about 
the Island and its future --will wish 
the Commission good luck. 

One minor point is worth noting 
as the hearings get underway. De¬ 
tailed plans for setting the Commis¬ 
sion up in the officers' quarters - 
museum building were made by ex¬ 
perienced staff in Australia. But much 
of the furniture and equipment hasn’t 
arrived yet, because of unavoidable 
delays in shipping. It will get here, 
in due course, provided it isn’t over¬ 
shipped to somewhere else in the 
Pacific, 

We hope members of the Commis¬ 
sion will regard this as something 
other than a fluke chance. It is a 
practical and timely demonstration 
of the fact that no one, no matter 
how expert, can sit down in Austra¬ 
lia and successfully write a detailed 
prescription for what will happen on 
Norfolk. 

Things just don’t work that way. 

A fair amount of flexibility and a fair 
degree of local judgment are neces¬ 
sary, whether you are talking about 
a shipment of furniture or a new 
Constitution. 


First Air Parcel 

(From The News of 25 August 1975) 

BAKER McCOY'S drawing of the 
first aircraft landing on Norfolk 
(Foxy's Sketchbook last week) has 
brought a lot of aviation history 
tumbling out. 

Francis Chichester delivered the 
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first air mail to Norfolk when he 
called here on April Fools Day, 

1931. He landed offshore in ZK-AKK, 
his Gypsy Moth. 

The first plane to land on Norfolk 
was the Lockheed Hudson, .as 
Foxy’s sketch showed. It was 
accompanied by another Hudson that 
didn’t land, but dropped three bags 
of potatoes and a half carcass .of 
lamb for the N.Z. troops stationed 
here. No chutes were attached, 
simplifying the job of mashing the 
spuds. 

Fate must have intended that Foxy 
be Norfolk's Postmaster, because he 
accepted delivery of the first air 
parcel ever dropped on the Island. 

In about 1938 or '39 a Pan Am 
Boeing Clipper flew over, and 
dropped a package, that bounced 
onto the ground near the flagstaff. 

It had a streamer trailing after it, 
to aid its being noticed. 

Foxy and Val Adams chased it. 
Shortly afterward the Admini¬ 
strator's staff car swept up. The 
boys were ordered to hand over the 
package, which was a parcel meant 
for the Admin. 


Foreign Affairs 
urges takeover 

(From The News of 27 October 1975) 

AUSTRALIA SHOULD take over Nor¬ 
folk entirely. This would be good for 
Australia, and no reason can be seen 
why it would be bad for Norfolk. 

This is the advice to the Royal 
Commission of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs. 

"We believe that Australia's int¬ 
erests would be best served by the 
island's full incorporation into Aus¬ 
tralia.” 

"And we see no reason why this 
should conflict with the real inter¬ 
ests of the islanders, " the Depart¬ 
ment says. 

It would be consistent with the 
spirit of the times that the people 
of the island, who are already 
Australian citizens, should enjoy 
to the full the same rights and duties 
as people living on the mainland. 


f, l have already con- 
menced ny sunning up” 

(From an interview with Royal Com¬ 
missioner Sir John Nimmo, after the 
hearings had ended, in The News of 


1 December 1975) 

Q: In February you said you had 
been asked to recommend, or to 
advise on, a Constitution for Norfolk 
Island. Do you still see your task 
that way? 

A: Yes, but insofar as I can advise, 
it will depend on what Norfolk's 
legal position is. Some legal opin¬ 
ions presented by witnesses have 
said Norfolk Island is still a Crown 
Colony. Suppose that were the posi¬ 
tion; but suppose 1 thought Norfolk 
Island would he better integrated 
with Australia — please don't get the 
idea that that is my thinking - I 


have a great deal of study still to do 
and have cached no conclusions as 
yet -- but if I were to conclude that, 
I'd have to advise Australia, in this 
purely hypothetical thinking, to ask 
the Imperial Parliament to pass new 
legislation, to annex Norfolk to 
Australia, as it was annexed to Tas¬ 
mania in the 19th Century. 

A lot of the vital questions turn on 
this constitutional issue — very much 
so -- but I will be, to answer your 
question, advising the Australian Gov 
ernment on its future relation to Nor* 
folk Island. I've got an open mind 
at this stage. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
“V* New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaur^m* 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian” 


Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/ALWAYS IN STOCK. A FINE RANGE OF SUCKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" UBELS. 

/'FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS” UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 

/A FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/JAEGER -- TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINUND PRICES. 


HENSWEflR 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

““““““.“‘‘‘■‘““‘“‘'“'‘'■“■“““■uuilimiimtuumimimuuuiumuiuiiuuiiiiuuuiuuiiium 
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CYCLONE 

(From The News of 30 December 1975) 

RESTORATION of classic .Georgian 
buildings in Kingston was interrupted 
twice during 1975 by events outside 
Norfolk control, but solid progress was 
made nonetheless. 

In March, Cyclone Alison ripped 
tarpaulins off the "New Military Bar¬ 
racks" -- Norfolk's Administration 
headquarters -- and tons of rain poured 
through into the building. 

The roof-had been removed, for re¬ 
placement. 

Furniture and files through all the 
building but the Administrator's office 
were soaked. 

As a result, plans to re-roof and re¬ 
paint the building were converted in¬ 
to a much more extensive rehabilita¬ 
tion. 

In November and December, restor¬ 
ation work was disrupted again as the 
Australian Senate blocked the supply 
of money needed for Government op¬ 
erations. The restoration program is 
being-paid for by Australia, and when 
fund&vStopped, work had to stop. 


Kelly was here 

(From The News of 1 December 1975) 

MR. ATHOL KELLY, the Australian 
Labor Government's choice as Nor¬ 
folk's next Administrator, visited the 
Island last week. 

While his status as the Administra¬ 
tor-designate is up in the air until 
Australia elects its new Government, 
Mr. Kelly met many people during 
his visit, saw much of die Island, and 
arranged a tour of Government House 
- - of which he took photos, to show 
Mrs. Kelly. 


A HARVEST UNIQUE IN THE WORL D 

(From The News of June-July 1976) 

WHILE MEN HUSTLE and bustle, 
fretting about sluggish economies 
and jockeying for tomorrow's po¬ 
litical advantage, the grand Nor¬ 
folk pines patiently and bounteous¬ 
ly send down seeds for the future. 

It is an immense crop this year 
--larger, some say, than they can 
remember even in childhood, 
when everything seemed larger. 

With little rain in the past couple 
of months the grapefruit-sized 
codes in die 'pities have begun re¬ 
leasing their grip early. A gust of 



ttlT’S SURPR-ISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET; CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES. 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR DISCERNING BA RGA IN-HUNTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE’LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. " 

FOR WOMEN. IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE” — 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 

BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE. INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



BOUTIQUE 



AROUND THE WORLD 


TELEPHONE 2 358 
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wind brings a clatter of seed on the 
roof. Sometimes a whole cone lets 
go t and inside a house among the 
trees it can sound as though a bomb 
has exploded when oqe hits the 
corrugated iron. 

Millions upon millions of seeds, 
scattered across the lawn and drift¬ 
ing along the roadsides in the 
wind-shadows of pines. Parrots will 
get some. Some will strike, and 
cattle will munch most of them 
along with the grass. But many 
will survive, behind a barbed 
fence, inside a reserve, in an out- 
of-reach pocket on a cliffside, and 
grow to glory like their forebears, 
while men hustle and bustle, fret¬ 
ting about sluggish economies and 
jockeying for tomorrow's political 
advantage. 

Pitcairners 

Rights 

(Editorial, February 1977) 

WHEN THE ROYAL Commission into 
Norfolk Island was set up, the Austra¬ 
lian Government authorised the most 
ex tensive-ever examination of the 


Pitcairners' historical rights. Austra¬ 
lia hoped - as did people on Norfolk - 
that basic questions and beliefs, hand¬ 
ed down from one generation to the 
next, would finally be resolved for 
all time. 

The Commissioner was ordered in 
the name of Queen Elizabeth II to do 
more than inquire into the rights. He 
was ordered to take them into account 
in all recommendations he might 
make for Norfolk Island's future. The 
historical rights were placed ahead of 
all other matters that were to be taken 
into account - barring one, which was 
the interests of today's residents. 

It was correct for die Government 
to recognise that the historical rights 
had not been adequately clarified by 
the inquiries and court cases of the 
past. 

It was correct of the Government to 
decide that no major changes should 
be made in Norfolk Island until the 
Report, which was expected to clarify 
the rights once and for all, had been 
received. 

But the Nimmo Report does not clar¬ 
ify the historical rights, it leaves 
them uncertain. It does not take them 
into account, it simply dismisses them - 
in the face of evidence, contained 
within the Report itself, that the rights 
were in fact recognised, confirmed. 


and ordered by Queen Victoria in 
Council to be preserved. 

This evidence, presented in detail 
in the major article in this issue of 
The News, is so clear as to be incon¬ 
trovertible. Sir John Nimmo's state¬ 
ment that "there is no legal founda¬ 
tion for them whatever" is simply in¬ 
consistent with the facts. 


VOICE OF 
THE PEOPLE 

(From The News of June 1977) 

THE GREAT MAJORITY of electors 
on Norfolk Island have signed sol¬ 
emn declarations stating that they 
support the Norfolk Island Council, 
and wish Norfolk Island to remain 
a distinct and separate Territory of 
Australia, with its own system of 
laws, benefits and taxes. 

Concerned that the Commonwealth 
had so far been unwilling to allow 
a referendum to determine the will 
of the majority, 24 Islanders have 
offered electors all over the Island 
an opportunity to sign individual, 
solemn declarations stating their 
preferences. 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


S.A. 37.890.000CFP/Registered Off- 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AUCKLAND/T AURANGA 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY : Helberington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd. 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Qistoms Street, Tel. 73279 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 

South Pacific Shipping Company (HLI.) Limited 

Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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Canberra 


(From The News of October 1977) 

A THREE-MAN DELEGATION of the 
Norfolk Island Council flew to Aus¬ 
tralia on September 28th to try to 
stop the implementation of the main 
Nimmo Report recommendations for 
the Island's future. . . 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher and Cra. Duncan McIntyre arid 
Greg Quintal will try to see Sen. R.G. 
Withers* the Island's responsible Min¬ 
ister* although he cabled earlier in 
the month that he did not see any 
useful purpose that would be served 
by receiving the delegation. 

The three Councillors will also try 
to see the.Prime Minister. Council's 
request that Mr* Frasejc also receive 
the delegation fiad riot%een acknow - 
ledged at the time of the.delegation's 
departure for the mainland. 

From the time the composition of 
the delegation was settled on Septem¬ 
ber 19th* the three Councillors went 
into almost continuous work sessions 
to prepare for their ten-day mission. 
Fact sheets and position papers* stat¬ 
ing Council's and the Island's situa¬ 
tion and aims* were prepared for use 


Handcrdfted 
local pottefy 

Fresh from the kiln 



AT THE OLD HOUSE BEING RESTORED AT THE 
END OF THE TAR SEAL ON SELWYN PINE ROAD 


Delegation 


On Monday May 30th they nud 
still been unable to reach 56 per¬ 
sons, and efforts to contact them 
are still continuing. A further 52 
persons are thought to be absent 
from the Island. 

A total of 759 persons on the last 
electoral roll, or believed to be en¬ 
titled to inclusion now, have been 
contacted. For various reasons 120 
persons declined to sign a declara¬ 
tion either for separate Territorial 
status or for integration into Aus¬ 
tralia. The pro.-integration declar¬ 
ation was worded H I support the 
Nimmo Report, I wish Norfolk Isl¬ 
and to become joined into Australia, 
and 1 wish to accept the system of 
laws, benefits and taxes that ap¬ 
plies in Australia." 

Of those who signed a declaration 
either way, 94$ supported separ-. 
ate status for Norfolk. They includ¬ 
ed 216 Pitcairn descendants and 
384 mainlanders. 

Integration into Australia was fa¬ 
voured by 6$ of those signing, who 
included 25 Pitcairn descendants 
and 14 mainlanders. 

The 600 who have declared sup¬ 
port for separate status are equal 
to 68$ of the current electoral 
rolL 

4 (Chart from June *77 News) 

























m quickly informing the Ministers, 
other Cabinet members and Parlia¬ 
mentarians, and the public in Aus¬ 
tralia, 

Arrangements were made to retain 
the services of Australia's most exper¬ 
ienced public relations firm to help 
the delegates get their message across 
clearly and widely. Planning sessions 
with the consulting firrr started the 
night the delegates arrived in Sydney. 

Cr. Blucher said the delegation's 
main aim would be to make the Gov¬ 
ernment realise the major deficien¬ 
cies in the Nimmo Report that must 
be analysed before any responsible 
decision can be made about imple¬ 
menting its recommendations. 


MERCEDES: 

NEW UNCERTAINTIES 

(from The News of October 1977) 

THE 'MERCEDES AFFAIR', invol¬ 
ving the Administrator's importa¬ 
tion of a new car last June, yielded 
new facts in September. There were 
more questions than answers at the 
month's end. 

Mr. O'Leary's public statement 
early in August that he had not 
sought any special discount on 


freight charges from Sydney, but 
had merely sought and accepted a 
quote, was followed by contrary 
statements by the heads of South 
Pacific Shipping Company. Geoff 
Bennett and Ken Nobbs said 
Mr. O'Leary had asked for considera¬ 
tion by way of a reduction in the 
freight charge. They also told The 
News that no standard discounts are 
available on freight from Sydney, 
that they had never been called on 
to quote on freight from Sydney 
and that they had never been involv¬ 
ed in any discount on freight for any 
other motor car. 

At the September 7th Council 
meeting Mr. O'Leary attacked what 
he called "scurrilous references’* in 
The News, and reviewed the early 
allegations in the Mercedes affair - 
but omitted any mention of the 40 fy 
freight discount, or of Geoff Bennett's 
and Ken Nobbs* statements. 

"Gentlemen, I stand by my state¬ 
ment to Council on 3rd August, 1977, " 
Mr. O'Leary said, leaving conflict¬ 
ing statements about the freight dis¬ 
count hanging in mid-air. 

Mr. O'Leary re-iterated the fact 
that he had denied having refused 
to pay Customs duty when the Mer¬ 
cedes came in, and that he had not 
claimed to the Collector of Customs 
that he was immune from duty. 


Nimmo Plan 
Discarded 

(From an editorial in The News 
of June 1978) 

NORFOLK ISLAND has just had a very 
close call. It is fitting that we should 
recognise the people and the forces 
that saved the Island. At the same 
time it is prudent to recognise some of 
the causes of die near-disaster, so 
that they can be guarded against in 
future generations. 

Many people over many years have 
made it possible for Norfolk to survive 
as a distinct and separate society. 

The Pitcairn settlers, and those des¬ 
cendants who preserved the unshakable 
belief that Norfolk had been given 10 
them in 1856, deserve the most cre¬ 
dit. Their faith and patience, and 
their ability to endure disdain, scorn, 
arrogance and abuse over many gener¬ 
ations will go down in history as om 
of the great legends of the Pacific. 

Overt credit must be given to hem. 
R.J. Ellicott, the Island's Government 
Minister, for recommending to Cab¬ 
inet that the Nimmo Report's main 
proposals should be rejected, and that 
Norfolk should be set on a patb toward 
restored local self-government. Mr# 



ffook ftegtattrawt 


fArLfirCA( J£ PINING MOM'-SAT FROM 7PM 
:BOOKMGS ESSENTIAL-PHONE 2325 


EVERT FRiJW NIGH T- 7PMWEPTUNES NIGH T r " 

• SEAFOOD E5ANQUET&50 per person PHONE 2325 
: BOOKllT&S ESSENVaLBAR OPENs AT 6PM. 


BISTRO PUNCHES FROM IZPM-F30PM 
: DINNERS FROM 530-6*30PM 



EVERY SUNDAY FROM 6 30 PM “ 

ROASTDlfiltiER AND FILM FOR $6 SO INC 
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Ellicottmade up his rpiud ia .the fa^e 
of considerable antagonism against 
Norfolk within Australia. His recom- 
nendation dnd die Cabinet's accep- 
tance ; dfii were correct and just, but 
nonetheless required courage and 
firmness. 

The Norfolk Island Council deserves 
immense credit. Possessing no exec¬ 
utive authority whatever, and repeat* 
edly thwarted and belittled by those 
with power over Norfolk, the Council 
simply worked harder, thought harder 
and fought harder than any Council 
in history. 

WITH THE NIMMO REPORT 
REJECTED, PRO-INTEGRATIONISTS 
TAKE A NEW POSITION: 

(From The News of September 1978) 

MEMBERS OF the small group that 
worked actively to try to get Norfolk 
Island integrated into Australia have 
challenged the Govemment’s.deci- 
sion to allow a locally-shaped social 
welfare system here. 

The group making the challenge 
includes Mrs. Carol Adams, Mr. 
Barry Boniface, Mrs. Amy Bathie, 
Mrs. Merval Hoare and Mr. Gilbert 
Jackson. 

They say there is "conclusive evi¬ 


dence” that the Commonwealth is 
obliged to see that all present and 
future social and welfare benefits 
paid by die Australian Government 
are paid fully on Norfolk. 

They maintain that the Island's 
new Assembly - planned to take 
over management of Norfolk's in¬ 
ternal budget starting in mid-1979 - 
should be required to pay as much 
of the Australian-scale benefits as 
it can, and that the Commonwealth 
should pay the rest. 

In a jointly-signed letter to Mr. 

D. V. O'Leary as Chairman of.Coun- 
cil, debated at the August Council 
meeting, the group presented five 
legal points in support of its new 
position. 


The costs at 
Govt. House 

(From The News of October 1978) 

IN 1964/65, when Maj.-Gen. Words¬ 
worth was Administrator, Government 
House expenses were about $5400, or 
about $14.50 a day, year around. 

During Mr. Nott's Administratorship, 
in 1965/66, expenses were $6800, or 
about $18.60 a day. 

Mr. Marsh followed, occupying Gov¬ 
ernment house for three years, in 


which expenses were $6700, $7006 
and $7400 - an average of $19.30 a 
day. 

During Air Cdre. Dalkin's four years 
the expense was $7500, $8500^ $5700 
and $6500, or an average of the same 
$19.30 a day. 

House expenses during Air Cdre, 
Picker's three-plus years were $67 00, 
$7000 (the year the Queen visited) 
and $8500, Inflation was beginning 
to show, and Government House was 
looking better. The average during 
his tenure was $20.30 a day. 

The year 1975/76 was something of 
a puzzler, Potts Buffett, acting as 
Administrator, did not even live in 
Government House for his nine months 
of. office, but for some reason expenses 
jumped up to $12, 600 - a record- 
breaking $34. 50 a day, on the aver¬ 
age. 

Mr. O'Leary became Administrator 
in September of the 1976/77 year. 
Government House expenses that year 
soared to $23, 000, or nearly $65 a 
day. 

The 1977/78 figures, just released, 
show what Government House expenses 
Mr, O'Leary charged up during his 
second year of occupancy. 

Would you believe five times as 
much as any previous regular Admin¬ 
istrator averaged? 

Would you believe $36,652? 

Would you believe $100.41 for 
every day in the year? 
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(From The News of March-Apr 1979) 

Council's objections 

TO THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL AS TAftl.Fr> 

(Presented to Mr. Ellicott in written form on March 13th, 1979) 


PUBLIC MEETING CABLES 
REJECTION OF THE BILL 

(From The News of Feb-March 1979) 

OPPOSITION TO the Norfolk Island 
Bill 1978 was virtually unanimous, 
and sometimes angry, at a public 
meeting held at Rawson Hall on Jan¬ 
uary 16th. 

The meeting had been called by 
the Society of Descendants of the Pit¬ 
cairn Settlers, which had already ta¬ 
ken a formal position of opposition 
to the Bill. 

In posters and newspaper advertise¬ 
ments announcing the meeting, the 
Society said "Perhaps you believe 
the Society in opposing the Bill is 
barking up the wrong tree. If so, 
we’d like to hear about it." 

An estimated 260 people attend¬ 
ed the meeting, including over 
one-fourth of the Islands 800-odd 
electors. 

Following a wide range of com¬ 
ments about the Bill, die meeting 
voted overwhelmingly to reject the 
Bill and to support the Pitcairn So¬ 
ciety’s strong resolution on January 
8 th. There were no dissenting votes, 
and no one at the meeting voiced 
any support for the Bill - an extra¬ 
ordinary response, at a Norfolk pub¬ 
lic meeting. 

Five of the six elected Councillors 
on the Island at the time attended 
the meeting. As the public feeling 
became clearer and clearer from in¬ 
dividual comments, interjections and 
applause, four of the Courcillors 
made strong statements in support of 
the right of self-determination for 
the Island. 

President of Committees Bill Blu- 
cher said that Council’s aim was 
to create self-government, with self- 
determination for the people. He 
said Council had not yet stated its 
position on the Bill, because Council¬ 
lors had not yet heard enough from 
the people. 

He said that the Bill as tabled in 
Parliament did not include some ele¬ 
ments that Council had asked for in 
its private negotiating sessions with 
the Minister. 


• Support 
Norfolk 
Hospital 
—it's yours! 


1. The fundamental objection of 
the Norfolk Islanders is that no¬ 
where in the Bill is it recognised 
that in due course they are to ob¬ 
tain self-government in associa¬ 
tion with the Commonwealth of 
Australia. The purpose of all the 
discussions over the past year or so 
has been directed toward that end, 
and this appears to be implicit in 
the policy statement of the 8 th of 
May, 1978. 

2. The Norfolk Islanders also wish 
the Bill to recognise the fact that 
there ought to be what they call 
government by consent; that is to 
say, they have a right to deter¬ 
mine their own future. 

3. The Islanders also insist on 
having the right to carry out a refer¬ 
endum on any issue whatsoever which 
affects them. They want the Legis¬ 
lative Assembly tq have the right 

to call a referendum on any issue 
at any time. 


4. It is accepted that the Bill 
should not provide for immediate 
self-government, and that in the 
interim period there should be a 
transitional period. There are a 
number of ways of approaching this 
in tiie legislation, which can be 
discussed. 

5. The territory of Norfolk Island 

as described in Schedule 1 only refers 
to the physical land mass, and does 
not cover the territorial water and 
seabed around the Island. 

6. The specific comments on the 
parts of the Bill which require amend¬ 
ment must be considered In the light 
of the fundamental objection to the 
fact that the Bill does not provide, 

in its present form, foe self-govern¬ 
ment. If there is to be inserted a 
provision relating to future self-gov¬ 
ernment it would be necessary to 
provide for a substantial number of 
transitional provisions. 



Pottntp Hobat {Katoern 

NORFOLK’S LEADING LICENCED RESTAURANT 

NEW A LA CARTE MENU - OUR NEW CHEF WAS 
FORMERLY FUNCTION CHEF AT "BENELONG", 

THE SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE RESTAURANT 


Tuesday through Saturday* from 7 pm 

i00KINGS: 201! 
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(Fiom The News of Apr-June 1979) 

THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT WAS MADE BY WILLIAM A. BLUCHER, 
PRESIDENT OF COMMITTEES OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL, 

IN C&NftERRA AFTER THE PASSAGE OF THE NORFOLK ISLAND BILL 
BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON 5TH APRIL* 1979. 


"WE BELIEVE it is a mistake, for 
Norfolk Island's sake and for the 
sake of Australia, for the House of 
Representatives to pass the Bill in 
its present form. 

"This Bill will have the effect of 
only partly restoring self-govern¬ 
ment that was illegally taken from 
Norfolk Island in 1896. 

Qrock-Pot 

ifecipe 

Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 whole peppercorns or 
• Vi teaspoon pepper 
Vt cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients in the 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours. HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves 8. 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT- 

ran 

PLACE 

IN TAYLORS 


"The Bill does not resolve the two 
major matters in contention between 
•Norfolk Island and the Australian 
Government, namely - 

- the identity of Norfolk Island ' 
as a member of the Pacific commu¬ 
nity and entitled to self-govern¬ 
ment, and 

- the right of the people of Nor - 
folk Island to consent to their own 
form of government. 

"The principal body of residents 
on Norfolk Island are direct descen¬ 
dants of the people of Pitcairn Isl¬ 
and. Norfolk Island was made a 
distinct and separate settlement 
for them by Queen Victoria in 1856 
when the entire population of Pit¬ 
cairn Island agreed tq move here. 
The people's origin is not Austra¬ 
lia. We come from the Pacific and 
we did so long before there was 
such a thing as the Commonwealth. 
"The political connection with Au¬ 
stralia occurred mainly as a matter 
of convenience for the administra¬ 
tors of the British Empire. 

"The Norfolk Island Council be¬ 
lieves that it is the right of the Nor¬ 
folk Island people to determine the 
nature of their own political system 
by referendum. This fundamental 
point has been rejected by the Aus¬ 
tralian Government. The Norfolk 
Island Bill should not have been 
presented until it had obtained the 
endorsement of the people at ref¬ 
erendum. 

* If the Bill passes the Senate then 
we have said we will work with it 
for the best interests of the people. 
However it contains inbuilt injust¬ 
ices which will cause further dif¬ 
ficulties until they are removed. 



Babysitting -. 

Child minding 

PHYLLIS PROLE (mother of three) and WENDY 
NICHOL (with 3£ years experience in a residential 
creche) provide attentive and experienced care at 
the Centre, at Longridge - near Ponderosa. Both 
have First Aid Certificates. 

Charges are $1.25 per hour during the day, $2 
per hour during the evening. Meals can be provided. 

Telephone Mrs. Prole on 2470 for full information, 

Norfolk Island Child Diay Care Centre 





"We do not believe that many 
Australians, or many members of 
Parliament, would wish to see the 
continuation erf policy-making by 
Australian officials who we do not 
elect, or government without con¬ 
sent, either in Australia or Norfolk 
Island; and we believe that Norfolk 
Island has the complete and unqual¬ 
ified right to the resources of its 
surrounding ocean zone. 

"We will continue to seek under¬ 
standing and support for our cause 
wherever we can find it. 

"We are not seeking independ¬ 
ence; we are seeking internal self- 
government. 

"We believe we are entitled to the 
right to govern ourselves on our own 
Island, and to enjoy democratic 
freedom like the people of Austra¬ 
lia. 

"We are peaceful, law-abiding 
and self-supporting. 

"All we ask from Australia is 
neighborliness, mutual respect, 
and democracy." 


Offshore Oil? 

(From The News of March-Apr 1979) 

OFFSHORE OIL within Norfolk Island** 
200-mile zone is a distinct geologi¬ 
cal prospect - and according to one 
published account, is a "90% cert¬ 
ainty". 

This dramatic revelation was made 
on the Island late in February as the 
result of remarks made here by one 
of the world's leading suthorities in 
petroleum geology. 

Dr. Sherman Wengerd, a former 
President of the American Associa¬ 
tion of Petroleum Geologists - the 
largest scientific geological society 
in the world - told The News that 
"seismic shots" near Norfolk have 
indicated that the Norfolk Ridge 
contains a thick stratographic sec¬ 
tion of the kind that is characteris¬ 
tic of oil deposits. 

The Norfolk Island Council had not 
been informed by die Commonwealth 
of the seismic research results. 

Dr. Wengerd was reported by "The 
Norfolk Islander" to have told the 
Norfolk Island lions Club that be 
regarded oil under the seabed within 
200 miles of Norfolk a 90% probabil¬ 
ity- 

Such a statement would be an extra¬ 
ordinarily positive one for a geologist 
of world renown; A number of Lions 
Club members do not recall his hav¬ 
ing made such a definite statement - 
but others who were present have told 
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The News that "he definitely said it H . 

Dr. Wengerd flew on to New Zea¬ 
land the morning after his Lions talk, 
and The News has been unable to 
reach him for clarification. 

Dr. Wengerd was visiting Norfolk 
on a brief holiday. He had just 
spent nearly five months in Aus¬ 
tralia* where he had extensive dis¬ 
cussions with professional geological 
colleagues, petroleum experts and 
Government authorities. 

In a News interview prior to the 
Lions Club meeting, he said that the 
waters over the Norfolk Ridge are deep 
enough so that it is probably not ec¬ 
onomic to do exploratory drilling 
there now. 

But he said that drilling is being 
done in progressively more difficult 
areas around the world. Where a 
large oil field is in prospect, he said, 
drilling can now be done in 5, 000 
foot depths. 


VOTING 

CHANGED 

(From the News of July-August 1970) 

June 7th: At a special meeting 
of Council with Mr. Ellicott, Coun¬ 


cillors were given draft copies of 
eight new ordinances that Mr. Elli¬ 
cott said needed to be put into fi¬ 
nal shape and made into law prompt¬ 
ly. The most urgent, he sai<£ was 
a draft Legislative Assembly Ordin¬ 
ance. 

He said the Assembly Ordinance 
was mostly identical to the existing 
Norfolk Island Council Ordinance - 
except that it provided for a new 
system of voting known as **propor¬ 
tional representation**. He said he 
had formed a. view - not a final 
one, he said - that it would help 
get a broader cross-secxion of Isl¬ 
and views on die Legislative Assem¬ 
bly than die existing voting system 
produced. 

Councillors McIntyre, Blucher, 
Bennett and Nunn had some misgiv¬ 
ings about the change and expressed 
them. The subject was set aside for 
further consideration. 

June 8th: After private talks with 
other Councillors, Councillor McIn¬ 
tyre prepared a five-page paper 
showing ways in which proportional 
representation was not soluble for 
die Island. He and five other Coun¬ 
cillors went over it and agreed it 
should be presented. 

June 9th; The McIntyre paper 
was presented to Mr. Ellicott and 


discussed. Mr. Ellicott said he 
would give consideration to the 
Councillors* objections. He return-. 
ed to Australia the next day. 

June 21tts Mr. Elttcott told the. 
Administrator by phone that he hid 
taken full account of Council’s 
view and had decided to go ahead 
with the new proportional representa¬ 
tion system. He asked that die 
Council be informed, so they could 
express any further views they had. 
Most Councillors, when they heard 
the news, were outraged. 


PETITION 

(From The News of July-August 1979) 

A PETITION requiring a referendum on 
Norfolk’s voting method was signed by 
more than one-third of the Island’s 
electors early in July, and lodged with 
acting Adminstrator Gordon Williams 
for action on July 9th. 

The Referendum Ordinance 1964 
says that on receipt of such a petition, 
the Administrator **shaH H direct a 
referendum. 

The petition was signed by all of 
Norfolk’s elected Councillors except 
David Buffett. 





POCKET, SHEATH & 
STOCK KNIVES 


HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES FOR NEW ZEALANDERS 


LEATHERWARE 

GIFTS 


Colder 


Real 


leather 


just west of Rawson Hall 


Leather crafts 

BELTS BAGS SANDALS KNIFE POUCHES 

Saddlery - supplies 

SADDLES BRIDLES HEADSTALLS REINS 
STIRRUPS GIRTHS BITS LEAD ROPES 
WHIPS GROOMING AIDS LEATHER DRESS 
INGS CANVAS WATER REPELLANT ETC. 


Shoe & saddlery Repairs 

DONE ON THE PREMISES -- 
IN A HURRY IF NECESSARY 


SADDLE BLANKETS PRETTY ENOUGH TO 
USE AS WALL HANGINGS . Mexican $38. US $18 
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N.I. TEAM 

(From The News of September 1979) 

MORE THAN 30 Norfolk Island 
competitors and helpers flew to 
Suva, Fiji by chartered Norfolk 
Island Airlines flights on August 
24th for the 1979 South Pacific 
Games. 

The team, organised and supported 
entirely by residents and local 
organisations, is Norfolk’s first 
ever for the Games. 

Australia tried to block a team 
from going, but when Games auth¬ 
orities said Norfolk had every right 
to compete, the Commonwealth 
backed down with a grudging state¬ 
ment that it would not try to prev¬ 
ent the teams* going. 

After grumbling and head-scratch¬ 
ing at lower Government levels, 
Australia's Department of Foreign 
Affairs finally stated the Common¬ 
wealth’s official verdict in May: 
"The Australian Government does 
not wish to raise any objection to 
participation of Norfolk Island in 
the South Pacific Games, it being 
noted that the Games are a non¬ 
governmental activity. 

"Norfolk Island’s participation in 
the Games has no bearing on the 
international status of Norfolk 
Island, i.e. that it remains, an 
integral part of Australia, H the 
statement concluded. 


Assembly 

(From The News of October 1979) 

A MAJORtT Y of five members of 
Norfolk’s new Legislative Assembly 
voted in September to abandon the 
Norfolk Island Council's long fight 
to preserve the Island’s cultural and 
ethnic distinctiveness from Australia. 

Members in the group of five ar¬ 
gued that Norfolk is ethnically and 
culturally akin to Australia, that the 
Island’s traditions had deteriorated 
badly, and that emphasising differ¬ 
ences between Norfolk and Austral¬ 
ia would not enhance the develop¬ 
ment of a good relationship with 
Australia. 

The Assembly vote reversed the 
strong stand taken by Norfolk Island 
Councils after the Nimmo Report in 

1976. 


REFERENDUM 

(From The NeWs of December 20- 
January20, 1980) 

AT REFERENDUM on December 12 


Norfolk electors strongly rejected 1 the 
Legislative Assembly voting system 
that was forced on them last August. 

At the same time that the Assem¬ 
bly members in their monthly meet¬ 
ing were carrying a vote of confi¬ 
dence in their own government, 7 - 
2, the people of the Island were 
voting heavily the opposite way, 
463-339, in the polling booths. 

The result was an even greater 
blow to the Assembly than the Quar¬ 
antine Station referendum was to 
the Norfolk Island Council in 1972. 
Before that referendum Council had 
approved in principle Australia’s 
building its high-security animal 
quarantine station on Norfolk. But 
the voters rejected it 54^-46^. 
Councillors who had favoured the 
station put their tails between their 
legs, and the station was built on 
Cocos Island instead of Norfolk. 

In the referendum just held, 58^c 
of electors voted against proportion¬ 
al representation, and only 42 
were in favour. 


BLOCKED 

(From The News of April 19, 1980) 

A REFERENDUM petition signed by 
more than a third of Norfolk’s elec¬ 
tors was blocked by the Australian 
Government on April 1st. ^ 
Administrator Peter Coleman made 
a special radio broadcast, repeated 
at intervals during the following 24 
hours, to announce Australia’s ac¬ 
tion. 

He said the Attorney-General's 
Department had advised that he had 
to decline the petition because the 
question it raised was considered to 
be one "relating to the constitution 
of the Legislttive Assembly". 

Eight days later a Bill was introdu¬ 
ced in the Assembly to change the 
referendum law, so that either the 
electors or the Assembly could de¬ 
mand a referendum on any question 
involving the Island's peace, order 
and good government. 

The Bill is expected to be voted 
on at die May 7th meeting of the 
Assembly. It it not expected to 
have any effect on the petition Mr. 
Coleman hat rejected. 

Before the petition had been drawn 
up, its sponsors sought legal advice 
on the legaUty of the question, two 
solicitors hid examined it and ex¬ 
pressed the view that it did dot "re¬ 
late to die constitution of the Legi¬ 
slative Assembly". 

But die Attorney-General's ruling, 
right or wrong, put an effective end 
to the petition. 


Pacific Talk 

(From The News of Feb. 19, 1980) 

THE NORFOLK ISLAND government’s 
views on development and regional 
co-operation among the Pacific Isl¬ 
ands were circulated to the leaders 
of 17 other island countries and ter¬ 
ritories late in March. 

The occasion was a conference on 
"Development the Pacific Way" held 
at Honolulu by the East-West Center. 

Norfolk was represented by Chief 
Minister David Buffett. 

In our last issue we reprinted the 
first instalment of a major section 
in the Norfolk government paper. 

The paper continues: 

We believe the existence of a fully- 
rounded Pacific Islands Community 
can become an effective reality only 
if all of the peoples who live in that 
Community are able to speak for 
themselves - with whatever degree 
of sovereignty each possesses. 

Norfolk Island’s degree of sovereign¬ 
ty is only partial. It is however grow¬ 
ing, with Australia’s agreement and 
official, legislated support. The peo¬ 
ple of Norfolk Island may always be 
willing - as it is believed they are now- 
■v to have some important aspects of the 
Island’s sovereignty exercised by Aus¬ 
tralia. But we most heartily welcome, 
and believe our future well-being 
requires, the development of a politi- 
cally-aware Pacific Islands Commun¬ 
ity, in which Norfolk Island can take 
as full a part as our degree of 
sovereignty permits. 

It is the stated policy of the present 
government of Australia that Norfolk 
Island should progress toward an ac¬ 
ceptable level of self-government by 
mid 1984 or earlier. It should be 
noted, however, that the policy of 
the Opposition Party in Australia is 
that Norfolk Island should be inte¬ 
grated into Australia in accordance 
with the recommendations of the 
Nimmo Royal Commission Report 
of 1976. This would be contrary to 
what we believe the great majority 
of the people of NorfolkTsland wish, 
and would be a reversal of the course 
of development the present Austra¬ 
lian Government has helped us to 
embark upon. 

Norfolk Island’s main priority in 
connection with the subject of Re¬ 
gional Co-operation is to maintain 
and increase our degree of self-gov¬ 
ernment so that we may in fact co¬ 
operate effectively with the other 
islands of the Region. 
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ONE OF A SERIES ON PO S SI BI LI TIE S . . . . WH A T WE CAN DO FOR OURSELVES ON NORFOLK 


ALL SCIENCE* technology* engineer¬ 
ing derive from our early attempts to 
provide food and shelter for ourselves 
and our young* 

Fairly dogmatic statements. 1 wish 
I could claim them as mine, but I 
can’t. They belong to Jacob Bronowski. 

Bronowski's television series (and the 
book on the series) The Ascent of Man 
stands as one of the masterpieces of art, 
education and philosophy of the cen¬ 
tury. A year or so ago, while review¬ 
ing Zen and the Art of Motor Cycle 
Maintenance , Ruth Park made the 
statement over V12NI that of all the 
books she had read, Zen had had the 
most profound effect on her life. 

It’s an interesting thought that one 
particular book (apart from possibly 
the Bible) can alter one’s life, but I 
fully agree with Ruth Park that it is 
possible. For me the book is The 
Ascent of Man. Bronowski makes the 
point that we do, and then think, - 
not think and then do. Our hands com - 
municate knowledge to our brain and 
to quote him, "the hand is the knife 
edge of the mind". Man the Tool- 
maker and Man the Weaponmaker is 
also Man the Builder. His food needs 
forced him to develop tools and wea¬ 
pons, and his shelter needs forced him 
into building. 

From pueblos to wattle and daub, from 
bark humpys to teepees and igloos, 
there is a seemingly endless variety 
of shelters put together with craft and 
what was handy. Man became, through 
the use of his hands, a successful exper¬ 
imenter, far removed from his evolution¬ 
ary forerunners. We on Norfolk are 
the direct heirs of this technology. 
Though we have a complex society, 
we are still close to nature and the 
soil. If we weren't, we wouldn't live 
here. We have around us the building 
materials of all ages, wood, stone, and 
earth, materials that are either renew¬ 
able or indestructable. 

The use of natural materials is quite 
often time-consuming and hard work, 
and it is probably for these reasons that 
more use is not made of them. 

People on Norfolk have fairly high 
demands made on their leisure. The 
use of imported processed materials 
is easier, may be quicker, and can be 
no more expensive. So those who do 
have the time and the inclination to 
use natural materials should consider 
themselves somewhat privileged. 


Study of the historic buildings around 
the Island is most instructive. Kingston 
buildings are mostly coral sandstone 
hand-sawn and transported from Nepean, 
laid up as blocks and mortared with 
lime, each process involving endless 
free labour. The wooden lintels were 
salt water cured, a tedious but obvious¬ 
ly effective method of preservation. 

For us to duplicate those buildings in 
1980 would be prohibitively expensive 
and we can do better using other means. 

If you are about to embark on a pise, 
adobe, or rammed earth house, a 
stone cottage or a pole house, there 
are a few things you should bear in 
mind. One... it does help to have 
some free labour. Marriage isn't ne¬ 
cessarily the cheapest method of get¬ 
ting this, even if you do have a con* 
tracts Two... use as much machinery 
suitable for the job as possible. Three.. 
be prepared to still be working on the 
project in 1990. Now for some detail. 

Pise, rammed earth, adobe . 

There are quite a few books avail¬ 
able on the subject. By far the best 
is Build Your House of Earth (Middle- 
ton, &3W Institute of Technology, 

1952, now available in paperback). 

All of the techniques are suitable for 
Norfolk, provided your house design 
has wide eaves or, preferably, veran¬ 
dahs to afford some protection to the 
walls. 

Adobe presents some difficulties due 
to the lack of a convenient source of 
straw, the binding material Pharoh 
denied the Children of Israel. Adobe 
blocks also are very heavy. While 
manageable enough on the lower 
courses, they become very awkward 
to handle without some fairly substan¬ 
tial scaffolding. All Norfolk’s sub¬ 
soil clays are suitable, particularly 
those around the craters, but it is much 
more convenient to use what is already 
around your house site. 

Pise is the use of the adobe mix - 
straw and clay mixed to a puggy tex¬ 
ture - laid up directly into the wall 
and well rammed. It is more conven¬ 
ient and just as effective if the curing 
process is slowed down with frequent 
wettings. 

Rammed earth uses cement or a 
soil emulsion, rather than straw, as 
a bonding agent. It is similar to pise 
in laying up. In both pise and rammed 
earth a strong boxing is necessary, 
though Middleton has designed a mov¬ 


able form that appears to do away 
with this. Some years ago I built a 
basement using the United Nations 
designed Cinva Ram, which is a var¬ 
iation on other techniques in that 
earth cement blocks are made in a 
press and laid up like concrete blocks. 
Ned Lenthal's chimney is a good ex¬ 
ample of this method. 

To compensate for the low tensile 
and shearing strength of earth, walls 
are usually made quite thick, any¬ 
where from 18 inches to three feet, giv¬ 
ing that characteristic look and adding 
to the excellent thermal Insulation of 
earth. But the thickness does add to 
the total amount of material to be 
shifted. 

The use of earth has a very definite 
aesthetic appeal to some people. It 
is cheap, durable and virtually main¬ 
tenance-free, apart from an annual 
coat of white wash or paint, and gives 
one a strong sense of identity with the 
most native of the elements and our 
origins. 

Stones . 

Stones have endless fascination for 
those who play about with them. 

The stone hobbyist is boundlessly, bor¬ 
ingly enthusiastic about what he is about 
to do with stones, is doing, or has just 
done. 

His friends are usually refreshingly 
honest about his latest attempt. 

Stones seem to have a universal appeal 
not present in any other building mat¬ 
erial. They seem to relate in an almost 
atavistic fashion to our remote past, 
giving a sense of permanence, art, 
craft and life. They are not inert, 
though they certainly have inertia, as 
bruised and bloody fingers will soon 
testify. Japanese folklore says that 
stones are living things, with just a 
slightly different timescale from ours - 
a charming and capturing thought. 

All stones have character. Some 
stones have more character than others. 
When laid up in a wall, the sum is 
greater than its parts. Even if the in¬ 
dividual stone may appear to be a 
somewhat dull fellow by himself, he 
will quite likely take his place happily 
and usefully with his mates. 

"The Norfolk Alternative" is written 
by Bruce Griffiths. He and The News 
welcome criticism, disagreement, 
comment or observations on the sub¬ 
jects covered. 
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LIVING 



IT WAS LOVELY to sit in the sun 
and listen to two Norfolk Islanders 
of different generations reminisce 
about “the old days” here without 
any feeling of a generation gap 
whatsoever between them. 

They were talking about very 
different periods on Norfolk but 
there was still a sameness --a 
sweetness -- that existed in their 
memories about their childhoods 
here. 

They grew up here 25 years a- 
part, but they both spoke of the 
same gentleness and civility that 
the Island displayed. 

The old days” were really not 
so long ago on Norfolk, The elder 
islander is in her seventies. Call 
her Aunt Sue if you like. The 
younger is in her fifties — we'll 
call her Mary. 

Harken for a while. There was 
something special here, and may¬ 
be we can still keep it from being 
lost. 



sweets to go into the swamps to col¬ 
lect them for him..." 

*.. “yes, and he used to plant pea¬ 
nuts and get all of us children to 
pull them up. We'd refuse to pull 
them up until he gave us sweets. 
You’d turn the peanuts up - they 
grew in the ground - to dry in the 
sun. We were never paid -- well, 
very little cash -- but all the pea¬ 
nuts we could eat. And condensed 
milk: 

... "he used to take us up to Palm 
Glen to pick passionfruit and we'd 
scoop up a big block, and he had 
the condensed milk along to put 
on it 5 - and we'd all sit around -- 
Kitty Quintal who lived with Mary 
Jo. 


"THE PLACE WAS like one love¬ 
ly park. The lantana was burned 
down every year; you weren't sup¬ 
posed to have noxious weeds -- 
you were fined if you did.“ 

... "there was Aung Mag and Un¬ 
cle Tom Quintal - they were in 
the long row of houses at Slaughter 
Bay. They didn't have a family 
but they always had kids stay 
with them just the same -- they 
adopted Martin and Noel used to 
be with them a lot -- the old- 
time Norfolk Islanders just loveg 
children and if they didn't have any 
they were always pinching some¬ 
body elses..." 

...” you don't bear the bell now at 
Church. It had a beautiful tone. 

You could hear it toll all over the 
island -- that's how everybody knew 
when there was a death. The toil 
of the bell went right through .you. 

It would toll the age of the person. 

If it tolled twenty-one you knew it 
was a young person..." 

*•*««•****** 

"ROY BELL USED to give us sweets," 
said Aunt Sue. "You see there were 
a whole lot of kids who lived down 
at Kingston --it was a natural play¬ 
ground. He used to shoot Jack 
Snipes -- there used to be so many 
along the swamps there. They were 
very good eating and he'd give us 


"WE ALWAYS USED to celebrate 
Bounty Day under those big pines 
at Government House when I was 
a girl. There would be sports and 
everything. The men would play 
cricket --it would be the "Boun¬ 
ty" boys versus all-comers. It 
used to be fabulous. I remember 
watching sports and horse races in 
Charley Rossiter's paddock... M 
... "yes, that was where the air¬ 
port is now, " Mary remembered. 

... “and they used to throw the 
cricketers in the creek... H 
... “there was a very nice creek 
right through the Water Mill right 
down to Emily Bay and they were 
all clean and running. Some of 
the men* for their public works 
call, used to clean out all the ' 
leaves..." 

... “the valleys all used to have 
running water. Most people used 
to grow all their own fruit in their 
valleys. After the war the men 
gave it up because they got big 
money. They gave away the farm¬ 
ing because it had all been for 
love... M 

... H yes, Mum used to have mul¬ 
berries, oranges, peaches, just every¬ 
thing. Dad had his valleys full of 
bananas. It was so beautiful..." 

... "even the air at night you could 
smell the orange blossoms, jasmine, 
honeysuckle. It was a real giideri 
of Eden. /. “ 


T FORGET HOW MANY Southern 
Cross** $hips*there were. They plied 
among the islands. And there was 
the 'Mocambo', a Bums Philp ship - 
a real ship - they were called 'the 
octypus of the North*. All the ships 
started with "M**. The food was 
beautiful... rt 

... “yes, they put on marvellous 
food. The cabins were small. There 
were two or three bunks in each. 
Luckily, you could sit on deck and 
eat apples..." 

... "die first person who sighted the 
smoke of the ship on the horizon 
would sing out, "Sail Ho“ and some¬ 
body else would hear it and pick it 
up and it would be around the island 
in no time... " 

... “they had a flagstaff at Flag¬ 
staff Hill and if the boat was com¬ 
ing into Kingston they'd put up a 
white flag and if it was coming in¬ 
to Cascades, they'd put up a red 
one...“ 

... “it was an adventure when a 
ship came in..." 

*«***«**$**♦ 

THE TOURISTS WE GOT in those 
days were very high class people. 
They were people who were just 
interested in the history of Norfolk 
or scientists doing research and they 
were wealthy people who could stay 
a while... ** 

... “they had to stay for at least six 
weeks..." 

... “there were only several guest 
houses -- Charlgrove, Ivy House — 
that's just a bit past Charlie Fresh¬ 
water's place --it was a very big 
house on a steep hill with a beauti¬ 
ful garden..." 

... “it was Uncle Greg and Aunt 
Gin's place - Jean Mitchell's grand¬ 
parents. .." 

.,. “their son. Arch, ran the board¬ 
ing house. There was plenty of 
food..." 


“IN THOSE DAYS people would 
get up at daylight, work in their 
gardens until seven or so and then 
have their breakfast. Then they'd 
toddle off to their different jobs 
and then come home at five --go 
down into the valleys and farm un¬ 
til sunset..." 

... “the young don't do this any¬ 
more. Those blasted hotels are all 
they think about. I-t f s-very sad... “ 


(From The Newt pf October, *978) 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

I IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 


GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS 



Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres i 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS . . . FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES < . 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 




























